Amalgamated Plantations Private Limited response to report on alleged human rights abuses at the Powai Tea Estate, Assam, India
5 October 2010

Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Amalgamated Plantations Private Limited (controlled by Tata Global Beverages) to respond to the following items:
· Press release: “Pesticide worker dies and 2 shot and killed by police at Tetley-linked tea plantation in Assam, India,” Intl. Union of Foodworkers (IUF), 1 Oct 2010
http://asianfoodworker.net/?p=1253 
· Full report: “In Cold Blood: Death by Poison, Death by Bullets - Human Rights Violations at the Tata/Tetley-controlled Powai Tea Estate in Assam, India,” Sujata Gothoskar, Ashwini Sukthankar and Jasper Goss, Oct 2010

http://asianfoodworker.net/incoldblood/incoldblood.pdf  

 

Amalgamated Plantations Private Limited sent the following statement to the Resource Centre on 5 October 2010:

“This is an event of police firing on a violent mob attempting to lynch a supervisor. The mob largely consisted of persons not employed by Amalgamated Plantations Private Limited (APPL) or in any way connected with APPL. The two persons killed in police firing were not APPL employees or contractors or contractor employees. This is a law and order matter concerning state police and in no way is it a human rights infringement by our company. 
Preceding this incident we sadly lost one of our employees due to unknown causes. His family has been immediately supported with compensation of several years salary and a permanent position in his stead to a family member. That action has been appreciated by all employees and the representative employee union. The estate is functioning normally with harmonious relations among all employees.”
 

