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statement on HIV/AIDS In the Developing world

Sept. 6, 2006 - Expanding access to HIV prevention, testing and treatment services in the developing world is a complex and challenging issue. 

Abbott has been in the forefront of the fight against HIV/AIDS for more than two decades. 

· Research and Development. Abbott has developed and introduced diagnostic instruments and HIV medicines that have helped transform this disease from a death sentence into a chronic illness. The company is in the process of launching the latest generation of our leading protease inhibitor, Kaletra. This new formulation does not require refrigeration and offers patients the convenience of fewer pills.
· Broad Availability. Abbott has made its products broadly available and affordable in developing countries. The company has also registered the current lopinavir/ritonavir capsules in more than 100 countries -- more than any other protease inhibitor in the developing world today. Abbott is working expeditiously to register the new tablet around the world in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
· Differential Pricing. Since 2001, Abbott has offered its two protease inhibitors at a price of $500 per patient per year in Africa and Least Developed Countries (LDCs), which is among the lowest for both branded and generic protease inhibitors. In 45 low-income and low-middle income countries, our price for both LPV/r capsules and tablets is $2,200 per patient per year. 
· Pediatric Formulations. Abbott has pediatric formulations of its HIV medicines available, and the company is in the process of developing a low-dose non-refrigerated tablet formulation of our HIV medicine to provide dosing flexibility for children.

· Patents. Abbott does not file and does not have patents for its HIV medicines in Africa or the LDCs, with the exception of South Africa. Despite this, no generic company has come to market with a copy.  

· Philanthropy. 

Over the past five years, Abbott has provided more than 60 million rapid tests at no profit or free-of-charge to 69 LDCs, including all of Africa

· In Tanzania, the Abbott Fund and the national government are working to scale up access to testing and treatment services.  Facilities, systems and training have been upgraded at 84 sites throughout the country to improve voluntary counseling and testing (VCT) services and prepare for availability of treatment programs. Abbott has helped to build new testing and counseling rooms to ensure patient privacy; renovate outpatient clinics and laboratories; donate laboratory equipment and rapid tests; and create local hospital HIV management teams.  More than 100,000 people have received VCT services due to improvements, including patients accessing counseling and testing in some rural locations for the first time. 

· As one example, just last year, the Abbott Fund supported the development of a new three-story outpatient center at Muhimbili Hospital in Tanzania where patients living with HIV are able to receive medical services along with those being treated for other illnesses. This integration of HIV patients helps reduce stigma associated with the disease in Tanzania. Already, this year, the center has provided care for over 30,000 patients, many of them living with HIV. In addition, the Abbott Fund helped build and equip a new state-of-the-art national laboratory which now provides accurate, automated testing crucial for long-term care of HIV, hepatitis, and other diseases. The Abbott Fund's partnership with the Government of Tanzania is one of the most comprehensive initiatives in Africa to strengthen a country’s health care system to help meet the lifelong needs of people with HIV and other diseases.

· The Abbott Fund is one of the largest supporters of programs dedicated to helping orphans and vulnerable children affected by HIV in developing countries.  To date, these programs have assisted more than 500,000 children and families.  This includes pioneering a model pediatric HIV treatment program that has since been replicated by other donors in Africa. 
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