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The Akyem Kotoku Paramountcy, Chiefs, Elders and People of the 
Newmont Akyem Project Area Support Approval for the Project! 

 
 
New Abirem, August 10, 2009 
 
WE, the undersigned members of the Akim Kotoku Paramountcy, Stool Lands Owners 
Association, Executive Committee of the Umbrella Council of Youth Associations in Akyem,   
Birim North Chapter of the Ghana National Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GNCCI), Social 
Responsibility Forum (SRF), Chiefs and Traditional Elders, Local Opinion Leaders and District 
Assembly Members, do hereby register our greatest distaste and disagreement with Wassa 
Communities Against Mining (WACAM) and its affiliate Coalition of Anti-Mining NGOs, on their 
latest stunt, propaganda and lies reported to your Office which is part of the efforts calculated to 
stop development of Newmont Ghana’s Akyem Gold Mine Project. 
 
 It would be recalled that at the sidelines of the 2008 World Economic Forum at Davos, WACAM 
nominated Newmont Mining Company (NMC) for the notorious “Public Eye Award”.  According to 
WACAM and its sister anti-mining NGOs, they nominated Newmont for the ‘world’s worst award’ 
because ‘the company is ignoring the environmental and social damage the project will create’.  
 
Of course, given the negative record of some mining in many developing countries, their 
watchdog and advocacy activities can only be applauded, especially if the objective is to keep the 
mining companies on their toes in terms of their obligations to local populations. But even noble 
and well-intentioned advocacy work must be based on facts. In this particular case, we the 
affected people disagreed with WACAM at that time because we knew they were lying!  We also 
know, from their pronouncements and actions that WACAM and its coalition NGOs are against 
mining as an economic activity, period. We, the people of Akyem are not against mining in toto. 
Rather we would support and encourage, and where necessary demand of, NMC to reduce 
to the barest minimum all likely negative consequences of mining through fruitful 
engagement and partnerships. We also trust the mandated national and international 
regulatory bodies to demand of them strict adherence to their responsibilities and best practice. 
 
Given the Akyem project communities’ reaction to their 2008 ‘Public Eye Award’ tactic, one would 
have expected WACAM to seek and appreciate the genuine feelings and concerns of people they 
purport to be working for through some engagements. But no, they really did not care what the 
so-called oppressed ‘farmers whose livelihoods and human rights are been trampled upon’ really 
feel or think about the project. Perhaps, WACAM leaders are convinced that we the people of 
Akyem are so rural, uninformed and ignorant that we do not know what is good for us.   So they 
have raised the stakes higher by sending the packaged lies to the Office of the UN Human Rights 
Commissioner in Geneva. The project must be stopped, by all means. WACAM and its affiliates  
would stop at nothing to achieve their plan, including insulting the dignity of the Government of 
Ghana and the intelligence of people of the Akyem project area.  
 
But beyond that we believe strongly that WACAM and its affiliates have a much bigger and 
sinister agenda. These NGOs are against progress and development in our District, pure 
and simple. But we do not know their motivation for this. Their actions and tactics show clearly 
that they are against the potential rapid socio-economic development of the Akyem project area 
and, by extension, the Birim North District.  All the facts and evidence support our view that the 



project would assure the rapid development of the District. In 5-10 years after the project starts, 
we envisage the development of a Municipality encompassing all the nine mine communities.  
We, as Akyem project-affected communities, are also preparing ourselves to make the best of all 
business opportunities expected to emerge. Even where WACAM and its Coalition see only 
damage, such as the pit likely to be filled with water after mine closure, we have identified an 
opportunity to develop a lake for eco-tourism, and a fishing industry….  But these anti-mining 
NGOs are not interested in these development opportunities.  
 
The WACAM/ Coalition agenda is simple: Newmont must abandon the Akyem Project or 
else….With this as their true agenda, as stated clearly in the 2008 ‘award’ citation, and implied in 
the letter to the UN, WACAM/ Coalition compel us to ask in whose interest are they fighting? If 
anti-mining NGOs’ real aim is to raise issues on how to deal with environmental damage and 
social disruptions associated with the mine, why are they not interested in the Company’s 
engagement activities, or better still in EPA organized engagements and discussions? Why are 
they not interested in open engagement with community members, potential project-affected 
farmers, chiefs and opinion leaders, youth groups, other key stakeholders, etc in a transparent 
manner? How can they claim to represent the interests of citizens and community members in the 
area when they do not care to meet us for us to know each other and share ideas, our concerns, 
etc? It is quite disingenuous and arrogant for WACAM and its coalition NGOs to claim advocacy 
on the people’s behalf, while insulting the same people, their chiefs, elders and opinion leaders. 
 
It is clear that the allegations to the UN Human Rights Commissioner are based on statements 
which were intended not only to distort the facts, but to significantly ignore all the 
positives associated with the mine project. If the WACAM Coalition and its foreign sponsors 
were really interested in how the gold deposits could be harnessed for the benefit of the people of 
Akyem and Ghana as a whole, they would offer constructive inputs into ongoing engagements 
and discussions aimed at dealing with expected negative impacts. We believe that once gold has 
been discovered at Akyem, it would be mined by some persons or company, no matter what. But 
we also believe that Newmont has the capacity and commitment to deal with these 
environmental and social impacts better than most mining companies. We know that the 
Akyem project has been the subject of thorough environmental impact studies, public consultation 
processes, independent expert review processes and many regulatory reviews during the past 5 
years.  The project has also engaged directly with numerous community representatives, NGOs, 
government agencies and international organizations on literally hundreds of occasions. These 
processes have demonstrated Newmont’s respect for the people and its commitment. 
  
We are therefore calling on you, the UN Human Rights Commissioner to ignore the 
agitations and lies of WACAM, affiliate anti-mining NGOs and their sponsors, and rather 
support the approval and construction of the Akyem mine project. We strongly believe that 
the project would be a blessing to the Birim North District.  We are convinced that the 
expected positive benefits of the project far outweigh the negatives. This conviction is based on 
three things: firstly, on what Newmont has already done at Ahafo; secondly on what we have 
learnt through our engagements with the company; and thirdly, the expert advice and technical 
information shared with local people at the three Ghana EPA public hearings.  At the final hearing 
held in July 2008, the Akyem communities demonstrated overwhelming support for the project 
and this was widely reported in the media. We, the local people are convinced that Newmont has 
demonstrated its credentials as an industry leader in Ghana, bringing innovation and high 
standards in its environmental practices, safety measures, and commitment to social 
responsibility.  Relative to compensations, Newmont has dealt fairly with all farmers who were 
affected during exploration in a transparent manner through the Compensation Negotiation 
Committee (CNC). The 46 elected community representatives on the CNC work hard to assure 
fair and adequate compensation to all project-affected farmers and others who lose their assets 
to Newmont mining activities with always signing a memorandum of undersatnding.. Negotiated 
rates for all crops are agreed annually, and promptly paid to affected community members. 
 
We believe that communities and people of Akyem project area would enhance their expected 
benefits, given the company’s investments in community development partnerships and capacity 
building even before the project starts. The Social Responsibility Forum (SRF), which consists of 
elected community representatives, District Assembly and Newmont members),over the past 
months been engaged in planning the development of the area in terms of capacity-building and 



employment, education and health, alternative livelihoods and sustainable improvements, water 
and sanitation, infrastructural and business development. The essence of the SRF concept is a 
partnership for sustainable engagement and development so that Akyem can maximize its 
benefits from the mining project both in the short- and long-term. The commitment of all partners 
in the SRF is being anchored in three operational Understandings and Agreements: Community-
Newmont Relations Agreement, Local Citizens Employment Agreement, and, Akyem 
Development Foundation Agreement.  
  
Even as we wait for the project to start, specific developmental results have been achieved. 
These include the formation of a functional Chapter of the Chamber of Commerce, the first in the 
Eastern Region of Ghana; an Umbrella Council of Youth Associations, an Apprenticeship Skills 
training programme for the youth; Tradesmen and Women Associations’ training scheme; all 
under the capacity-building activities of OLIVES with Newmont’s support.  Investments in schools, 
water and sanitation are already visible in our communities. These are positive signs, even before 
the project starts, and we plan to build on these assets as partners in our own development. 
Indeed, our vision of Akyem is a ‘Johannesburg’, not some ‘Wassa shanty-town’.  
For the record, WACAM was formed to fight against social and environmental damage from gold 
mining in Wassa communities in Western region of Ghana. We are not sure of their success 
record there. But whatever it is, we certainly do not need their help. After all, our strategic goal of 
sustainable development through partnerships and collaborative engagements is at odds with 
their anti-mining agenda and its attendant combative, cantankerous tactics. 
 
We the people of Akyem trust Newmont, and support the Newmont Akyem project given 
the company’s excellent commitment to its social responsibility. We once again appeal to you to 
ignore the lies and propaganda from WACAM and its affiliates and sponsors. These 
organizations do not represent our interests, and cannot speak on our behalf, especially 
since their presentations are based, not on facts, but on lies and fabrications. Thank you. 
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