Anglo Platinum response to Bench Marks report on social & environmental impacts of the platinum mining industry in North West Province, South Africa

Anglo Platinum sent the statement below to the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre in response to the following items:

Press release: “Mining operations pose serious health risks”, Bench Marks Foundation for Southern Africa for Corporate Social Responsibility, 25 Jun 2007

www.bench-marks.org/downloads/070625_pr_mining_health_threats.pdf 

Full report: “The Policy Gap: A review of the corporate social responsibility programmes of the platinum mining industry in the North West Province”, 25 Jun 2007 (note: The section focusing on Anglo Platinum begins on pg. 166).

www.bench-marks.org/downloads/070625_platinum_research_full.pdf 

9 July 2007
Anglo Platinum Draft Response to Bench Marks Report and Media Releases

Anglo Platinum participated in the Bench Marks study, provided information to its researchers and was generally satisfied that the report was balanced and factual. However, the final report and accompanying news releases had proven to be sensational and resulted in erroneous reporting, which Anglo Platinum wants to correct.
1. Management of health risks

The report and subsequent media releases focused on two main health issues, namely respiratory diseases and HIV/Aids prevalence.  The report also examined the broader well-being of the communities around the Rustenburg mine, and laid many of the issues at Anglo Platinum’s door.

1.1 The report refers to workers suffering from silicosis, when it is a well documented fact that platinum mines do not cause silicosis.  Silica dust is a risk factor in the gold mining industry. Anglo Platinum’s operations pose no risk of silica and this has been confirmed by independent environmental assessments, available and open for public scrutiny. 
It is true, however, that Anglo Platinum employs workers suffering from silicosis which they contracted while working at other mining operations, and that the company provides the necessary health care for them.

1.2 The source and validity of the 60% HIV prevalence in informal settlements in the Rustenburg area is contested. Anglo Platinum has been actively offering voluntary counselling and testing in the area, aiming to test 70% of its workforce in 2007.  To date, more than 63 000 individuals have been tested and the results do not indicate a prevalence rate anywhere near the Bench Marks number. Free screening is offered to all contractors as well.
1.3 Anglo Platinum currently provides free ART treatment to more than 2 200 employees (including a number of spouses). Contractors are referred, by prior arrangement, to State facilities or international donor organisations for ART treatment.
1.4 Anglo Platinum’s comprehensive response to the social circumstances contributing to HIV/AIDS was recognised with the 2006 Khomanani Award from the National Department of Health in South Africa.  

1.5 Together with the local government and health authorities, Anglo Platinum has actively pursued the improvement of housing, sanitation and water supply to the communities close to its Rustenburg operations. Joint ventures with local health departments, such as the provision of mobile clinics, are in place to improve service delivery to communities in need. 
2. Management of safety risks

The Bench Marks report refers to Rustenburg Platinum Mine’s poor safety record and practices, citing the deaths of 17 mineworkers as proof. 
2.1 When examining Anglo Platinum’s safety over the past three years, a marked improvement is evident. The tragic events at the Rustenburg Lower mine between March and June this year were dealt with decisively with the unprecedented phased shaft closures for 7 days at a time at our largest operation, in order to ensure additional safety measures were implemented.
2.2 Since 1999, Anglo Platinum has implemented a series of initiatives to improve safety levels by changing the behaviour of employees. These have included the formalisation in 2001 of the Behaviour Based Safety initiative and the drive from 2005, as part of the Anglo American group, to ensure adherence to safety principles starting with the zero mindset – the belief that all injuries are preventable and that all are responsible. To date all senior line management in Anglo Platinum, from the CEO to mine overseer level, and 3 000 supervisory level staff have been trained in these principles.
2.3 The result of this safety focus was that in 2006 Anglo Platinum recorded the lowest fatality rate in its history – 18 fatalities, but only a fatal injury frequency rate (the number of fatalities per 200 000 hours worked) of 0.019. In addition the fatalities due to fall of ground decreased from 16 in 2004 to 5 in 2006. 
2.4 The company’s safety statistics for the past three years are detailed in the 2006 annual report. These show the number of fatalities in its operations totalling 24 in 2004, 24 in 2005 and 18 in 2006, while increasing its employee numbers significantly. The fatal injury frequency rate was 0,03 in 2004, 0,03 in 2005 and 0,02 in 2006. 

3. Management of environmental risks

The report cites groundwater pollution and toxic emissions as the main environmental hazards that Anglo Platinum are not attending to.

3.1 The acid mine drainage risk is severely overstated in the report. The Anglo Platinum Sustainable Development report states that acid base accounting to determine acid rock drainage and hazardous leachate potential on both Merensky and UG2 tailings has indicated that such tailings have a negligible potential to generate acid or to mobilize metals. There is also no truth in the allegation that Anglo Platinum’s insurers are refusing to insure its tailings facilities.

3.2 Anglo Platinum consistently adheres to the limits set for CO2 emissions.  Its refrigeration systems also do not contain ozone-depleting compounds which can be released into the atmosphere.

3.3 The report contains a number of factual mistakes:
· uranium is NOT present in platinum mines;
· Anglo Platinum does have a Board level committee, i.e. the Board Safety and Sustainable Development Committee, that focuses on the environment;
· The direct CO2 emissions per ounce of platinum is 98kg, not 1 215kg.
FOR MORE DETAIL, our Safety and Sustainable Development Report, as part of our Annual Report is available on the website: [ www.angloplatinum.com]
