British American Tobacco (BAT) statement 
in response to “BAT in its own words” 
(report by Christian Aid, Action on Smoking and Health, Friends of the Earth)

29 April 2005

British American Tobacco (BAT) provided this statement to the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre in response to the following items:

- report introduction: "BAT in its own words - Behind the mask of corporate social responsibility" (Christian Aid, ASH, Friends of the Earth, 28 April 2005)
http://www.christian-aid.org.uk/indepth/504bat/index.htm
- full report: "BAT in its own words" (Christian Aid, ASH, Friends of the Earth, April 2005)
http://www.christian-aid.org.uk/indepth/504bat/bat_report.pdf
“We’re disappointed that these campaigners refuse to meet us to talk about the big issues, preferring instead to recycle old, ill-founded allegations and shout from the sidelines.  Getting corporate social responsibility right is not easy.  If they were really serious about progress, they’d work with us to help us get it right.  They probably feel our early successes in voluntary corporate social responsibility undermine their case for a mandatory approach."
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