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BBC Radio 4 “Today” Programme:

“We hear about a tour guide for paedophiles that's being offered for sale on the web”
[refers to Amazon.com]

(broadcast 7:34am, London time, Friday 25 November 2005)
Below are extracts of this broadcast.  The full audio clip is available on the BBC Radio 4 website archive for Friday 25 November – scroll down to the 7:34am item:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/today/listenagain/friday.shtml 
BBC Radio 4: “Now it seems that a tour guide for paedophiles is openly offered for sale by mainstream booksellers on the web…”

Christine Beddoe, Chief Executive, ECPAT UK (End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and the Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes): “There’s no doubt that British sex offenders are traveling abroad and are abusing children and are escaping the laws not only here in the UK but the laws elsewhere.”
BBC Radio 4 (Angus Stickler): “Well, you can see here as we pulled up this website for Amazon, the leading internet bookseller, and we’ve got a book here, we won’t give the name away, because we don’t want to give it any advertising, but it cost £60, so as you can see there, it is freely available.  We actually managed to buy a copy of this book over the internet.  I mean here, let me just quote from it: ‘For the safest underage sex, go to the beach, outside such-and-such a city.’  This is a tour guide for paedophiles, effectively.  And we’ve got a list of 20-plus countries in the index here. Did it surprise you that you can actually buy this book off the internet?”

Christine Beddoe, ECPAT UK: “Well, the internet itself has opened up a much bigger opportunity for sex offenders to communicate where they want to go, how much it is to abuse children, who to see, who to call, and it frightens me to see how easily this is accessed on both the internet and through hard cover.  We’d certainly be questioning Amazon about its social responsibility attitude to this sort of material.”

BBC Radio 4 (Angus Stickler): “A book that gives exact addresses, even includes contact numbers.  We asked Amazon.co.uk to respond.  It issued the following statement: 

‘To the best of our knowledge, the title in this case is not banned, although it has been out of print since 1997, and is only offered by third-party sellers.  Where a book isn’t banned, Amazon.co.uk will stock the title, as we do not believe we have the right to act as a censor, however that does not mean we endorse that title’s content.’
Neither Amazon nor the publisher is committing any offence by trading in books like this.  The police service admits that there is a problem of registered offenders flouting the law and traveling abroad…”
Detective Chief Inspector Matthew Sarti from the Metropolitan Police Paedophile Unit: ‘Traveling sex offenders is clearly a problem…”
