Good for People, Good for Business:  the Private Sector Response to HIV/AIDS in Latin America and the Caribbean – presented at the International AIDS Conference
The International AIDS Conference in Mexico City this year highlighted many of the private sector’s best practices in promoting and advancing HIV specific workplace policies and programs, beyond the traditional philanthropic activities.  A lack in private sector related activities in the formal agenda led several private sector organizations to set up satellite events preceding or following the conference agenda.  Organizations included the Global Business Coalition and Global Fund, the International Labour Organization, and the Mexican Business Council on AIDS (CONAES), among others.
CONAES and Constella Futures co-organized a satellite event that convened multiple organizations dedicated to addressing HIV in the workplace.  It was held on Thursday August 7th from 6:30 to 8:30 pm and titled “Good for People, Good for Business:  the Private Sector Response to HIV/AIDS in Latin America and the Caribbean”.
Luciano Zylberberg, President of CONAES Mexico, presented the basic elements that set Latin America and the Caribbean apart as a region facing HIV/AIDS, as well as the economic conditions that exist alongside the current state of the epidemic. 
Jesse Milan, Chair of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Business and Labor Responds to AIDS Partners Board and Vice President and Director of Altarum’s Community Health Systems Group, spoke on the impact of HIV on business by discussing HIV in the private sector and how it should be considered within the corporate response.  He emphasized the need to invest in employees and their health in the workplace.
Three business councils presented their unique models.  Mary Kincaid from Constella Futures spoke on the establishment of CONAES with USAID funding and emphasized that a business must first focus internally on its own policies before it can focus externally on the national program goals.  Luciano followed with information about current CONAES activities.  Murilo Moreira, Executive Director of CEN - Brazil, spoke on the progression of CEN over 10 years from a legislative-driven organization focused on prevention to a devolved system of state and local business councils.  Derrick Cummings, from Howard Delafield International (HDI) and who served as Secretary to the Private Sector Advisory Board on HIV/ AIDS, spoke about the transition to the Guyana Business Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GBCHA) and its launch by the President of the World Health Assembly and Guyana’s Minister of Health on May 30, 2008.
In addition, Sancia Dalley from the Global Business Coalition (GBC) spoke about the GBC’s national connections initiatives and how it aims to be an advisor to national business coalitions in monitoring and evaluation, gender and TB and malaria.   Lakshmi Sundaram from the World Economic Forum discussed their recently released report on all business councils worldwide.  
Levi Strauss closed the event with Blair Palmer and Cristobal Rodriguez speaking about Levi’s recent membership in CONAES, its membership in GBC, its history of HIV workplace programs, shared challenges and lessons learned from the pilot of its workplace program in Mexico.  
The business councils were charged with increasing membership and involving small and medium sized enterprises, increasing involvement of other sectors, continuing to focus on action and remaining connected to one another, sharing lessons learned and best practices.
