Statement by Sir Geoffrey Chandler regarding Total's presence in Burma
[Note: Business & Human Rights Resource Centre has invited Total to respond to this statement.  If we receive a response we will include it alongside.]

1 October 2007 

“Total’s response to criticisms of its presence in Burma is in the worst tradition of corporate irresponsibility.  Its presence provides economic support for the regime; its silence in the face of human rights abuses implies acquiescence and gives moral support to their continuance.  Its claim to have ‘neither moral nor political authority’* to condemn the repression is contemptible.  Political authority, no.  But moral authority as a powerful corporate citizen of the country, yes, with an obligation to uphold human rights which transcend national laws and practices.  Complicity in human rights abuses has yet to be defined legally; but Total provides the clearest example of moral complicity.  Total’s claim in its Business Principles that ‘it strives to uphold the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights’ is patently bogus.  The company has two choices: to speak out or pull out.  If it does neither, it deserves to be regarded, and treated, as a pariah, putting profit before any principle.”

Sir Geoffrey Chandler, Founder-Chair, Amnesty International UK Business Group 1991-2001; a former Director of Shell International; former Director General of the UK National Economic Development Office
* Polémique sur la présence de Total en Birmanie, Arnaud Vaulerin, Libération/AFP, 27 septembre 2007: www.liberation.fr/actualite/monde/281123.FR.php 

