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De Beers suspended all operating activities in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve (CKGR) 
in 2004, and sold its interests in the Gope Project to Gem Diamonds in January 2007.  De 
Beers does, however, retain a number of prospecting licences in the CKGR that are due to 
expire in 2009. 
 
Aware that, following the Court case, discussions are continuing with Government and the 
communities, De Beers initiated a broad stakeholder consultation process on September 
18th 2008 to evaluate the feasibility of conducting low impact, short-term exploratory work in 
our remaining license areas in the reserve. The consultations were undertaken as part of a 
preliminary environmental impact assessment exercise and in line with De Beers’ community 
policy. 
 
De Beers is committed to engaging communities and other interested parties, and 
consultations were held with a broad cross-section of stakeholders including Government 
agencies; NGOs and, critically, community organisations and the communities living in, or 
with, strong ties to the CKGR.  
 
While there was no clear consensus amongst the communities consulted, the discussions 
reaffirmed De Beers' view that, until such time as sustainable long-term management plan for 
the CKGR is agreed, we will continue to focus our exploration activities in areas outside the 
CKGR. 
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About De Beers: 
De Beers, established in 1888, is the world’s leading diamond company with unrivalled expertise in the exploration, mining and 
marketing of diamonds.  De Beers, and its joint venture partners, operate in 25 countries across five continents employing 
around 20,000 people.  From its mining operations across Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania and Canada, De Beers 
produces and markets approximately 40 percent of the world’s supply of rough diamonds.  As part of the company’s operating 
philosophy, the people of De Beers are committed to Living up to Diamonds by making a lasting contribution to the communities 

 



in which they live and work. De Beers encourages sustainable working to ensure long-term positive development for Africa, and 
returns approximately US$4.7 billion to the continent every year.  For further information about De Beers visit 
www.debeersgroup.com

http://www.debeersgroup.com/

