Doe Run sent this statement to the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre in response to the following items about Doe Run’s operations in La Oroya, Peru:

-“’Doe Run uses townspeople as pressure tactic’, says Congressman Carlos Infantas”, Karen Martinez, El Informante [Peru], 2 Feb 2006
-“El Comercio on Doe Run”, 1 Feb 2006
Both are available here: http://www.minesandcommunities.org/Action/press907.htm
Response to Business and Human Rights Org. 

February 14, 2006

Thank you for the opportunity to share information with parties, who like us, have a vested interest in the health and longevity of the community of La Oroya, Peru.

While Doe Run Peru has gone on record (and will do so again here) stating its concern for its local communities and demonstrating results of efforts to date, allowing those closest to the community to speak for themselves may provide greater insight into the issues and opinions of those who have the most at stake.   

La Oroya Mayor Quincho expresses his views on the subject by stating the following, as quoted in La Primera’s February 11 and 12 weekend edition(s).

Q:  Is the population of La Oroya opposed to what Doe Run is doing?

A:  There is a destabilization campaign, initiated by a group of NGOs that are permanently saying that one can´t live in La Oroya, that the children are dying.  They want to misinform so that the MEM does not grant Doe Run the PAMA extension, which would be the definitive solution to the problems on the environmental part and with regard to the population's health.  The PAMA extension includes important projects, but, curiously, those NGOs do not contemplate them.  If the PAMA is not executed, [the company] must abide by Supreme Decree 022, which applies a series of fines and provides for the closure of 

operations.   The population is living in a period of fear.

Q:  But why do these NGO oppose Doe Run?

A:  What occurs is that these NGOs request economic assistance from ecological organizations to do these types of campaigns, which if they were to end would cut off the flow of money towards these entities.  We have information that there are people who earn $7,000 per month just for speaking against Doe Run.  That is why they want the problem to persist.  All they do is criticize, but they propose nothing in exchange, they are facade groups that wish to continue living off of a problem that they have generated.

Q:  What would happen if the PAMA does not prosper?

A:  If the PAMA does not prosper, a law would be applied that would implicate a series of fines and the closure of the company, which would mean that 4,000 people that are directly employed by the company would be left without work.  In addition, another 40 (sic) persons that depend in an indirect manner, without counting the 20,000 persons that work in the mines that do business with Doe Run and about 100,000 people that live in neighboring areas.

Q:  Previously such a campaign had already been carried out against Doe Run?

A:  What stands out is that the NGOs that today attack Doe Run say nothing of other mines that are contaminating the entire Marañon River.

Q:  But can La Oroya wait another four years to get up to standard environmentally?

A:  Doe Run is working with great social responsibility since its arrival in 1997.  Of course it can wait.  For decades nobody faced up to this problem and now that it begins to be solved, mysteriously these NGOs emerge to paralyze everything.
In the same article, Clarisa Amanzo, leader of the Multi-Sector Committee for La Oroya had the following to say:

Q:  What degree of representation do you have in civil society?

A:  We represent 54 organizations from civil society of the town of La Oroya and neighboring communities.  In that sense, on January 31 we presented a document and also lists containing 25,000 signatures, where the population manifested itself and is supporting the extension of Doe Run Peru's PAMA, because 20,000 people who attended the workshops and hearings that were conducted within our province consider that the proposal they are presenting to the MEM is technical and viable.

Q:  Have you always supported Doe Run?

A:  Yes, because since its arrival in 1997 the company began it social and environmental responsibility work with the population, within the jurisdiction, with the communities and neighboring zones.  We spoke much of decentralization and did not realize that precisely it is mining that promotes this decentralization and will improve the quality of life of the population.

Q:  But, doesn´t the population criticize?

A:  Within our province there are many environmental NGOs that are radical and these have been joined by the church authority who is Mnsr. 

Pedro Barreto.  They are the ones who have raised this adverse climate. 

  What is most attention getting is that when the population rises up against mining companies there are immediate repercussions in the media, but when the population and the authorities are in favor of a company and the continuing operations it is said that they are colluded, that we are paid.  Even Congressman Infantas, who is a parliamentarian for Junin Region but never had a presence in La Oroya, suddenly now that he is in an elections campaign, probably for the reelection, is concerning himself with La Oroya, and mention that the persons who participate on January 31 were paid, which is totally false.

Q: Who makes up the multisectoral committee?

A:  We have merchants, transporters, who have provided support for us to travel and demand here in Lima that our decisions be respected.

Q:  What do you accuse Mnsr. Barreto of doing?

A:  He, in a press conference on February 28, 2002 (sic) mentioned, and without consulting with us, that he was worried about the health

(situation) and seeking financing to conduct a study, one more of which we are already accustomed to, like those of the NGOs.  There he mentioned that there would be financing from Oxfam America, but later he said that this financing would not take place, because the specialists were going to do it for free.  That is strange.

Q:  What happened to the money?

A:  I ask where are those $450,000 that Oxfam has financed?  Would it not be good if they are truly preoccupied about health, for this money to be targeted to the construction of a hospital where we could give priority to the health of the children and the population?

Q:  La Oroya is known for being a contaminated city without life ...

A:  Because of many commentators with bad will, La Oroya has become an ugly city, a city that many do not want to go to, because they say that there we will go to die, there are these photographs where children appear with masks on, which is false.
Doe Run Peru’s position 

Health

The company is committed to the health, safety and welfare of all its employees and the local communities.  We have made significant progress in all three areas, specifically:

· Reduced exposed worker blood lead levels by an average of 34 percent since purchasing the facility in 1997;

· Conducted the first community-wide blood lead level study in La Oroya;

· Working alongside the Ministry of Health (since 2003) to address health needs of the children; and

· Supporting the Ministry of Health’s activities with manpower as well as $500,000 annually.

Environment

The company’s environmental efforts to date have produced measureable results including:

· By the end of 2006, we will have spent nearly $100 million of the $107 million originally agreed upon and by 2010 we expect to have spent a total of $220 million on PAMA projects by the time we complete the final project.

· Reduced metallic content of effluents to the Mantaro by more than 90 percent since 1994; 

· Reduced dust emissions from the stack by more than 34 percent; 

· By the end of 2006, we expect to bring lead emissions into compliance with Peruvian law;  

· Reduced cadmium emissions by 56 percent; 

· Brought arsenic emissions from the main stack within the government’s acceptable range;

· Greatly reduced discharges of acid effluents to the Yauli since December of 2003; and

· Completely eliminated discharges of tailings to the Mantaro from the Cobriza mine since 2004, solving a 40-year old problem.

PAMA Extension
Independent studies, including one conducted by Integral Consulting, have confirmed that the most pressing health issue for the community of La Oroya is lead.  Therefore, Doe Run Peru has given priority to efforts that reduce lead exposure, and is requesting an extension to complete the final project – the construction of sulfuric acid plants.

· By the end of 2006 we will have completed 8 of 9 of the PAMA projects on time.

· We have added a number of projects aimed to reduce fugitive emissions.

· We have complied with the Ministry of Energy and Mines’ (MEM) PAMA investment timetable, which demonstrates our commitment as well as our responsibility to meet the environmental obligations.

· The final project will be carried out in three phases that are slated for completion in 2006, 2008 and 2010. From a technical engineering standpoint, it is not possible for us to move any faster.  

· We have met all the health, social, economic and technical conditions of Supreme Decree 046-2004-EM to submit a request for a PAMA extension and are committed to continuing to work with the government on this request. 

Community

We are committed to staying in Peru and continuing to build a strong, competitive, and profitable business that gives important support to a vibrant local and regional community.  

1. Since arriving in Peru we have spent millions on social responsibility programs that have benefited more than 100,000 people in La Oroya and surrounding communities.

2. We are working with government authorities on programs to improve the quality of life in La Oroya and strengthen the region’s economy. 

3. We are partnering with Peruvian and international NGOs and other organizations to improve conditions for people throughout the Highlands.

4. Doe Run Peru has met and exceeded the financial agreements it assumed when it bought the plant in 1997.

We agree that more needs to be done and we are committed to continued improvement. For more information on our progress, we invite you to visit www.doerun.com.

