EDF Energy response to Guardian article “New figures reveal scale of industry’s impact on climate”

24 May 2006

EDF Energy sent the statement below in response to a request by the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre for comment on the following article:
“New figures reveal scale of industry’s impact on climate”, 16 May 2006

http://www.guardian.co.uk/climatechange/story/0,,1775689,00.html 
EDF Energy supports the transition towards a low carbon future but energy generation is only one aspect of this transition – energy efficiency, transport and other industries must also play their part. In fact the energy sector has delivered more carbon dioxide reductions than any other industry in the UK since 1990.

Addressing climate change is a priority for EDF Energy which sits alongside the priorities of ensuring the UK has enough power at an affordable price for consumers. For now, coal fired generation is a vital part of ensuring UK security of supply. However, EDF Energy advocated a diverse energy mix in our recent submission to the Energy Review. We believe that a mix which includes more renewables and replacement nuclear alongside clean coal and gas and energy efficiency is the right route to a low carbon future.  

The figures produced by the European Commission relate to carbon dioxide emissions only. Under the European Emissions Trading Scheme, there is no cap or permitted amount with regard to Carbon dioxide emissions by energy companies. However, they are provided with some of their allocations needed to maintain their output under the Emissions Trading Scheme, and buy the rest from the market. 

EDF Energy is committed to playing its part in providing environmentally friendly generation through our wind farms, our support for marine current technology and our co-firing of biomass. We already run one of the most efficient Combined Cycle Gas power stations in Europe and our £300m investment in Flue Gas Desulphurisation and other technology at our Nottinghamshire coal plants means that by 2007 our coal fleet will be the cleanest on the system.
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