ENDIAMA (Empresa Nacional de Diamantes de Angola) response to report about alleged abuses by security firms employed by diamond mining operations in Cuango, Angola

19 September 2006

ENDIAMA provided the statement below to the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre in response to the following report alleging that security companies employed by diamond mining operations in Cuango municipality have been responsible for killings, torture, beatings & other abuses:

“Operation Kissonde: the diamonds of humiliation and misery", by Rafael Marques, September 2006: http://www.cuango.net/kissonde/default_I.htm
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To: Greg Regaignon 

Business & Human Rights Resources Centre 

London - England 

Subject: Answer to Rafael Marques Report 

The National Diamond Company of Angola, ENDIAMA E.P, is a parastatal company created on January 15th 1981, as the national concessionaire of mining rights in the diamonds sector. Therefore, it has a dual nature: state and entrepreneurial. 
As a concessionaire, ENDIAMA E.P defends the interests of the Angolan state, which holds, as a priority, the citizens' well-being and the protection of their rights as enunciated in the Constitution of the country. 

As a company, ENDIAMA E.P searches for, in the relation with its employees and the communities in the regions where it operates, to make their dreams a reality and transform their lives in a positive way. 

This practice is also demanded from each of its partners involved in the development of the diamond industry in the country, including the private security companies that are contracted by the diamond companies. 

Therefore: 

a)  ENDIAMA E.P, its affiliates and partners repeal all violent acts against the people levelled against individual members of security companies; 

b)  From the beginning, and according to the report, ENDIAMA E.P, mining and security companies met with the local authorities of the province of Lunda-Norte, and will continue to work with them in order to verify the constant reports and the mechanisms for its prevention so that such acts do not happen again; 

c)
ENDIAMA E.P , its subsidiaries and associate companies, will continue to work with a view to diminishing poverty in the region where they operate, to capacitate and employ, primarily, local personnel, where at this moment there is ample work being undertaken in prospecting, whether in the Lunda region or other areas whereby until now were not known as traditional, such as Bié, Malange, Cunene, to name a few; 

d)
ENDIAMA E. P works at this moment in consonance with the Ministry of Geology and Mines, that has created a technical team that is engaged in the reformulation of the legislation of the Mining sector, with a plan to effecting artisan cooperatives for mining diamonds, aiming at creating jobs for Angolan citizens that practice illegal diamond mining in the country; 

e)
ENDIAMA E.P refutes the affirmations made about it practising "neo-colonialism" and the continued link of the diamonds in Angola to "blood diamonds", since this only occurred when the was military conflict, but Angola has been and will continue to be in the front line of the Kimberley process, monitoring its diamonds. 

On the other hand, the involvement for the betterment of conditions in the communities where the diamond companies operate is not a mere exercise of business-related propaganda. The necessities of the communities, greatly impoverished due to the armed conflict, are at the moment, above any other activity that the industry renders, being as a complimentary to the responsibilities of the local governments. 

An example of this effort occurs in the Cuango Vila. The Society of mining Development Company (SDM) has an effective work force of 862, being 509 local.  During 2006, the company opened courses for adult education, a school of football for children, a centre with six computers to minister computer studies, nine fountains for water supply, a health programme with the training of educational agents in the fight against AIDS and the follow-up of 40 HIV patients, supply of four thousand soya milk packages daily for children of the Balabala Vila, and donated to the head office of Cuango and Camarianga, two computers to the local administration. 

In fact, to contribute for better life conditions of the population, the ENDIAMA Group created on April 27th 2005, the Fundação Brilhante, (Philanthropic Foundation) that made it possible, with its partners, until the beginning of the second semester of this year, provided the following services: 

a) In the ambit of Education
There were built and handed over 10 schools with four to six rooms to cater for forty students each one, with respective administrative halls, having benefited the following provinces: 

1. Luanda- three schools being one at Funda, and two in Cazenga 

2. Lunda-Norte with 5 schools- being two (at the installation phase) in Capenda Camulemba, one in Luarica project, one in Calonda, one in Muanga project. 

3. Donation of complete educational material to 770 children, to schools close to Catoca project. 

 b) In the ambit of Health 

Lunda Norte - Construction of a medical centre in Luarica project 
Construction of a medical centre in Alto Cuilo project
Supply of potable water in Alto Cuilo
Supply of potable water in Fucauma 

Donation of medicines. 

Lunda/Sui - Construction of a medical center in Catoca 

Programme of Education and prevention against AIDS.

c) In the ambit of Culture and Sport 
Lunda-norte- rehabilitation of Dundo Museum
Donation of musical instruments to ten bands
Repair and enlargement of the Football Stadium.
d) Other areas
Socio-Community intervention

Public infrastructures 

Rehabilitation of roads (National EN230 and EN 180) 

Maintenance of runways for airports of Saurimo, Nzagi, Lucapa and Cafunfo;

Repair on the of River Muangueje bridge 

Repair on the River XamotchaiCapaia bridge 

Donation of wheelchairs for handicapped persons. 

Donation of diverse agricultural products that come from the Farms at Funda to marty institutions. 

The ENDIAMA Group will continue to defend the interests pursued by the Angolan Government in the upliftment of Angolan citizens. 

With my best compliments, 

Office of the President of the Board of Directors of ENDIAMA E.P in Luanda, September 19th 2006
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