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Europa Press (Spain), 21 January 2005

translation from Spanish original
Business and Human Rights will launch its new website for increasing access to information for journalists, at the [World Economic] Forum in Davos

The non-profit organisation Business and Human Rights Resource Centre will use the Davos Forum [World Economic Forum] (Switzerland) next week to present its new website, aimed to increase access to information for journalists.
According to the organisation, present at the launch will be former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Mary Robinson, representatives from human rights organisations such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International, and companies.  The Resource Centre says that the need for “facts” on companies’ human rights performance increases by the day, and emphasises that without the protection of human rights “corporate responsibility is no more than empty rhetoric.”

With the aim of improving journalists’ tracking of companies throughout the world, the Business and Human Rights website provides free and up to date information on the positive and negative impacts of over 2000 companies’ environmental and social conduct.  It currently receives around 1.5 million visits per month. [clarification: the website receives over 1.5 million hits per month]

Among the recent issues covered by the Resource Centre are scandals involving security companies contracted in Iraq, efforts to provide aid following the tsunami that hit southeast Asia in December, and calls for the respect of labour rights in China gearing up to the 2008 Olympics. 

The Centre also plans to announce a new service that will send the most important news, as well as company responses, to 10,000 opinion leaders worldwide.

For this event, which will take place on 28 January, the organisation has chosen the annual meeting that the World Economic Forum in Davos will hold this year starting from next Wednesday.  Among the issues to be debated by political and business leaders from around the world are the fight against poverty, climate change, and good governance.
