Gaslink’s response to concerns about the potential of its pipelines project causing ‘unprecedented loss of lives’ in Lagos, Nigeria
The Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Gaslink to provide a response to the following item raising concerns about the potential of its pipelines project causing loss of lives in Lagos, Nigeria. (Gaslink is a wholly owned subsidiary of Oando Plc.)
- Nigeria: Group Raises Alarm Over Gas Pipelines

http://allafrica.com/stories/200709050476.html 
In response, Gaslink sent the following statement:

September 25 2007

RE: Group Raises Alarm over Gas Pipeline

Following the publication in one of the national newspapers in Nigeria of an article concerning the laying of gas pipelines in the Lagos State, we wish to acquaint you of the following:

· Facts on natural gas for which the pipeline network was constructed to carry

· Gaslink’s activities prior to the commencement of construction regarding safety measures built into the infrastructure

· Socio-economic value of gas.

Natural Gas Facts 

Natural Gas is fast becoming the fuel of choice in homes and industries worldwide.  When compared with other fossil fuels, natural gas is safer, burns cleaner and is more convenient to utilize.  For example: natural gas has a high ignition temperature of 1,200oF which compares well with petrol at 600oF.  In addition, it has a very narrow range of flammability below and above which it will not burn.  All these combined with the fact that natural gas, which is lighter than air, will simply rise, diffuse and dissipate into the atmosphere if released, makes it unlikely for it to ignite at any time.

People, Assets and Environment 

Gaslink pipelines are laid for the distribution of natural gas for industrial, commercial and eventually, residential uses. The pipelines have been buried and have been in use for close to 70,000 hours with no single safety incident recorded in relation to the pipeline.

Prior to the construction, Gaslink complied with all statutory regulatory requirements on the project.  A full Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study was carried out by an independent consultant. The EIA was advertised for comments in three national newspapers and a public forum was held where stakeholders including: Federal Ministry of Environment, Federal Ministry of Works, Lagos State Environmental Protection Agency (LASEPA), Directorate of Petroleum Resources (DPR), now Petroleum Inspectorate Commission (PIA), Nigerian Gas Company (NGC), Lagos State Government, host local government representatives and communities participated. An approval was subsequently granted for the EIA by the Federal Ministry of Environment and communicated to the aforementioned stakeholders.

In addition, a Hazard and Operability Studies (HAZOP) evaluation was carried out with the stakeholders’ involvement.

We are sure if approached, the Federal Ministry of Environment will be prepared to provide the relevant information for inspection. 

Gas Distribution Pipelines have been in existence around the world for over 100 years and are laid to supply gas to industries, commercial enterprises and homes.  Gaslink’s pipeline design incorporated international best practices and was vetted and approved by Gulf Interstate Engineering; a world leading company specializing in oil and gas pipeline engineering.  In fact, Gaslink took it upon itself to double the pipeline depths of cover and also exceed the recommended international practice to ensure safety. Gaslink has put in place a strong safety and quality management system to check the gas facilities and to take action on issues when required.

Gaslink, as a responsible corporate organization, views the lives of its staff and the residents of its host communities and indeed all Nigerians, as very precious and has ventured into this project to provide the following benefits:

1. Creating access to a clean fuel (natural gas) that can replace dirty fuels (diesel) thus contributing to the improvement of the air quality.

2. Facilitating access to cheaper fuels thus increasing the competitiveness of industries in Lagos and aiding their ability to remain in business as employers of labor.
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