Glencore response to allegations of labour rights abuses at 

Hierbabuena mine, Colombia
The Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Glencore to respond to two reports alleging the arbitrary dismissal of union representatives at its Hierbabuena mine in Colombia, and two assassination attempts against one of the unionists.

Summary English translations of the original (Spanish) reports are available here:

www.business-humanrights.org/Documents/GlencoreandFenosa 

Glencore response, 28 August 2007
Glencore and its affiliate Companies in Colombia (Prodeco, Carbones de la Jagua, Consortio Minera Unido and Carbones El Tesoro) (the "Group") advocate the respect and promotion of workers’ rights.
The Group conducts its business in an open, honest and ethical manner, supported by the respect for law.

Our labor policy seeks to provide equal opportunities to all of our employees, ensuring that they are treated fairly and with dignity.
The Group is committed to protect health and safety of all stakeholders including employees, contractors and the public. The Group provides a healthy and safe working environment, striving to reduce working accidents to a minimum and to mitigate any environmental impact.

The Group also respects the right of association of its workers. 
The Groups operations currently generate an average of 850 direct jobs and more than 2500 indirect jobs. It is expected that by 2010 there, the Group will employ more than 3000 direct employees.

Although the recent incident originated by the termination of the employment contracts by a subcontractor of Consorcio Minero Unido was not directly related to the Group, from the outset, the Group made a number of serious proposals to Sintramienergetica, the union to which OMC [Operadores Mineros del Cesar] former employees were affiliated. Finally, on the 20th of August, a proposal from the Group was accepted by Sintramienergetica. On the 21st of August, the people who had been illegally occupying the mine, left peacefully on their own accord having accepted the Group's proposal to Sintramienergetica and mining operations have returned to normal.
