Goldcorp response to “Turning Down a Gold Mine”, article on the Marlin mine in Guatemala

Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Goldcorp to provide a response to the article “Turning Down a Gold Mine” by Dawn Paley, The Tyee, 7 February 2007, available online at:

http://www.thetyee.ca/News/2007/02/07/MarlinProject
Goldcorp provided the following response:
21 February 2007

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Tyee piece written by Dawn Paley.  Ms. Paley’s questions and our e-mailed responses attached below comprise our official response.  To that I will add this: as you might expect, we work with dozens of reporters across a wide spectrum of viewpoints.  Even in this context, we were disappointed at the lack of even the thinnest veneer of objectivity in Ms. Paley’s article.  As you’ll see from our responses to Ms. Paley’s questions, our e-mail discussion covered a wide range of issues and offered important clarifications and useful information that were largely ignored in her article.  We are proud of our record of operating with transparency and commitment to fairness.  Based solely on our experience with this article, I do not believe these are concepts held in particularly high regard by Ms. Paley or her editors.
From: Jeff Wilhoit - Reno
Sent: Thursday, February 01, 2007 2:13 PM
To: Dawn Paley
Subject: Questions re: Marlin Project
Ms. Paley,
Thank you for allowing us to respond to your questions.  As you’ll see from the responses below, Goldcorp is committed to operating in a transparent manner with the highest regard for social and environmental responsibility.  In Guatemala, the company has steadfastly abided by this commitment and we have observed and respected the rule of law along every step of the process.  Proper, documented consultation has been carried out with regard to the local communities, and informational campaigns continue to be a significant part of our community relations effort.  In the course of our frequently-held site visits and community discussion forums, easily tens of thousands of people have been consulted and asked for feedback, suggestions and recommendations.  Programs for community development that involve the local populace in important decision-making roles are supported by Goldcorp and by the NGO Fundacion Sierra Madre, formed by Goldcorp with the help of the Citizen’s Development Corps to encourage long-term, diversified economic growth for the region. 

In the face of these constructive activities, organizations that seek to cloud the issue for their own political gain have resorted to false accusations, harassment of our local employees and illegal demonstrations in an effort to cast doubt on the company’s activities.   Goldcorp views with concern the irresponsible ‘politicization’ of the mining issue in general in Guatemala during this election year, and asks that authorities investigate when fabricated social and environmental issues are employed to further localized political contests in the country.
Now, to your specific questions with regard to Marlin:
1. What kind of consultation process did Goldcorp follow? Was it carried out in Spanish, Mam and Sipakapense?  

Goldcorp endeavoured to include all interested parties in the consultation process.  Particular attention was paid to overcoming the language barrier.  All communications were carried out in Spanish and Mam.  We also had personnel with the capacity to speak Sipakapense, but we encountered few people wishing to communicate in that language during the process.  It needs to be pointed out that regardless of language spoken, we were especially sensitive to the issue of illiteracy.  We made audio recordings on CD of key information in both Spanish and Mam, and made CD players available to anyone who requested one. 
2. What is Goldcorp's perspective on the community Consultas that took place in June of 2005 in Sipakapa?  

Two rulings by the courts at that time ruled the consultas to be unconstitutional.  Those rulings are still in place.  Goldcorp’s perspective is that we will abide by the rule of law as defined by the courts and governmental bodies in Guatemala.

3. What is the company's position on the road blockades that took place in San Miguel earlier this month? 
These road blocks were orchestrated by a small group expressing dissatisfaction with land agreements they had entered into with Goldcorp.  In short, they have demanded more money after being paid well in excess of market value (detailed records of those transactions as well as vast amounts of information on Goldcorp’s activities in Guatemala can be found on Goldcorp’s website at http://www.goldcorp.com/gold_projects/marlin/reports/).  Concerning the blockades themselves, we are disappointed that instead of constructive dialogue, those orchestrating this roadblock preferred to engage in harassment, threats and intimidation to advance their claims.
4. What is Goldcorp's response to the water quality study realized by Mr. Flaviano Bianchini? 
By any scientific reckoning, it is very clear that Mr. Bianchini’s “study” is deeply flawed if not patently false.  The results that Mr. Bianchini claimed have never been reproduced or verified by independent testing.  There are serious questions surrounding his methodology for testing, handling and reporting that render this report completely invalid and [in our opinion] quite possibly fraudulent.  This conclusion [of invalidity] has been shared by the faculty of the University of San Carlos (the most prestigious University in the country); the Ministry of Energy and Mines; and AMAC—the independent monitoring committee comprised of scientists, Catholic church officials and members of the local community.
General questions:

1. How many concessions (pre-exploration, exploration and exploitation) does Goldcorp have in Guatemala right now? 
Approximately twelve.
2. What is the annual operating budget in Guatemala?  
Like most companies, internal budgets are confidential.  Goldcorp does, however spend over $50 million per year in Guatemala on goods, services and salaries.  President Berger has observed that Goldcorp is the single largest taxpayer ever in Guatemala. 
