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MIGRATION 
Ambassador to Brussels Joins Counter- 
Campaign against Hartley 
  
González Pons assures that the priest is seeking an 
international condemnation of the DR for the alleged 
mistreatment of sugar cane workers 

 

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic - The 
Dominican Ambassador to Brussels, Alejandro González Pons, joined Tuesday the country's 
diplomatic offensive to denounce the alleged Priest Christopher Hartley’s motives to damage the 
national image and bring about international sanctions against the country. 

"Father Hartley lashes out mainly against the sugar industry, trying to prevent it from benefitting 
from the opportunities present in the European market for Dominican sugar", assured the diplomat. 

According to González Pons, the British-Spanish priest, who carried out a pastoral mission in the 
sugar fields of the Eastern region between 1997 and 2006, is orchestrating a campaign aimed at 
getting the country condemned by some international judicial-political body. 

The campaign, according to González Pons, is based on the allegations that in our country "human 
rights are violated, especially the rights of Haitian laborers who work in the agricultural sector under 
conditions of slavery." 

Hartley, who completed his priesthood mission in San José de los Llanos, San Pedro de Macorís on 
October 22, 2006, recently distributed through the web copies of the alleged payroll receipts of 
Haitian workers, as evidence of the inhuman conditions in which they work in the cane fields. 

González Pons explained that with his campaign, Hartley seeks to have the country's access to 
development aid programs sliced, that trade privileges afforded to the country in trade agreements it 
has signed (DR-CAFTA, EPA, etc.) be cancelled, that direct foreign investment be frozen, that 
tourism flows dwindle and that, eventually, the country be politically sanctioned and isolated by the 
international community." 

Having expressed his belief that the priest's actions are based on "distorted facts and malice", the 
diplomat guaranteed in a communiqué, that "the D.R. is today a State of Law that defends and 
guarantees the political and social rights of its citizens as well as those of the foreigners that live in 
our country". 

Prior to Gonzalez Pons' declarations, other Dominican diplomats, like the Ambassador to London, 
Aníbal de Castro, had joined the Foreign Office's campaign to denounce Hartley's alleged intentions. 

Following is Ambassador González Pons' document. 
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