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To: Business & Human Rights Resource Centre

Roddy Kwok-wah Shaw & Christopher Avery

Via Fax: 852 3186 6780

Via tel:  852 3186 6780

From: Harbin Power Engineering Co., Ltd.

Dated: Oct. 10, 2007
Subject: HPE’s Response to the UN Statement 

Dear Sir,
Thanks for your fax dated on Sep. 18, 2007. With reference to your invitation, as an initial response to the UN statement we wish to draw your attention to the following:
As an international EPC Contractor which undertakes power construction business globally, Harbin Power Engineering Company Limited (hereinafter referred to as the HPE) declares that the work of HPE does not - directly or indirectly - negatively impact the human rights of the people in any country.
For Merowe dam project, the scope of work which HPE deals with is only to undertake the Contracts 4A, 4B, 4C and 4D phase, i.e. the transmission line construction. The project done by HEP (hereinafter referred to as “the Project”) will form the main electrical networks in the North region of Sudan. So far, the Project has been almost completed except for partial outstanding work. Once being completed, the Project will radically improve the situation of electricity transmission and distribution in the northern region of Sudan, promote the development of industry, agriculture and other relevant industry, as well as improve the living standard of the people of Sudan .
And most of on-site work of the Project locates in the lifeless areas like Gobi, desert and gravel, which will definitely not approach any human rights and environment destruction along the transmission lines of these areas. However, the concerned issues in the UN statement is emphasizing on the environmental and water level of Nile effected by Merowe dam portion. 
In additional, we provided each newly dug well initially used for the Project to local residents along the transmission lines free of charge on the completion of each stage of work. Meanwhile, we have provided many job opportunities for the local residents by undertaking the Project.
During the constructional period, HPE strictly followed the international environmental and security standards as per the requirements of the Project in order to ensure the progress and quality of the Project. The local residents have visited the site personally for many times, highly appreciated and praised on our great contributions.
In Sudan, HPE also cares more about the charity activities, such as the money and living commodities donations to the local poverty from time to time; a  USD300,000.00 money donation to establish a primary school for the local children which enable them to receive the appropriate education. Now there are 400 students studying in the school; a USD50,000.00 donation to a middle school which locates in Dongala of Sudan; planning to construct a nursery school for the local residents with the budget of about USD 400,000.00, etc.
Definitely, what we’ve done in Sudan has won the praise of local people in the North of Sudan. Nowadays HPE is endeavoring his every effort to make more contributions to aid the people of Sudan in order to improve their living conditions.
The second project mentioned in the UN statement, the Kajbar Hydropower Project, as we’ve known, is still in being studied and investigated.
However, HPE will highly focus on the human rights issues in regard to large international project. Meanwhile, HPE will get to know the further information from the Owner - the Merowe Dam Project Implementation Unit (MDPIU) and keep you informed of any new development.
Thanks for your support and cooperation. 

Yours Sincerely,
Harbin Power Engineering Company Limited

Tel:  +86 451 82871621

Fax:  +86 451 82135566

E-mail: hpe@hpechina.com
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