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 [Nick Howen, Secretary-General of the International Commission of Jurists, made this comment on Yahoo!’s response to various articles expressing concern over the fact that the company provided details to the Chinese Government that helped lead to the imprisonment of journalist Shi Tao.  

Yahoo!’s response provided to the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre was: “Just like any other global company, Yahoo! must ensure that its local country sites must operate within the laws, regulations and customs of the country in which they are based.”  

That response and articles expressing concern about the company’s conduct in this case may be found here: http://www.business-humanrights.org/Links/Repository/411456]

20 September 2005

Secretary-General of the International Commission of Jurists, Nicholas Howen, comments on the Yahoo! response
“It is clear that national laws that violate international human rights standards are not acceptable under international law.

I’m deeply concerned that the actions of Yahoo! have led to the imprisonment of a Chinese journalist, Shi Tao, for ten years for doing nothing more than exercising his right to freedom of expression, which is guaranteed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Just like any other global company, if Yahoo! claims to be socially responsible and adhering to the most basic human rights, the company should ensure that its actions respect international laws and standards.”
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