[image: image1.emf] [image: image3.jpg]HUMAN
RIGHTS
WATCH




INVITATION 

Human rights lawsuits against companies: short films & panel discussion

Thursday 16 July - doors open 6:45pm, event starts 7:00 – free of charge 

Khalili Lecture Theatre, Lower Ground Floor of main SOAS building, University of London (map below)
Business & Human Rights Resource Centre & Human Rights Watch are pleased to invite you to this special event.  Human rights lawsuits against companies are increasingly making headlines.  Several weeks ago the landmark Wiwa v. Shell lawsuit was settled.  
 
We will present two short films (22 min. each) recently released by Al Jazeera English in its “Corporations on Trial” series, followed by a panel of experts, including the Al Jazeera filmmaker, and a leading lawyer who has brought lawsuits against Trafigura & other firms.
 
Films:
· “Dumping Ground”: on the lawsuit brought in UK against Trafigura over toxic dumping in Côte d'Ivoire that allegedly killed 17 people and affected 31,000
· "Chiquita: Between life and law": on lawsuits brought in US against Chiquita over payments to Colombian paramilitaries who killed civilians, workers & union leaders
Panel members:
· Martyn Day, senior partner, Leigh & Day

· Juliana Ruhfus, filmmaker and reporter on the Al Jazeera series
· Karina Litvack, Head of Governance & Sustainable Investment, F&C Investments
· Ian Gorvin, Senior Programme Officer, Human Rights Watch 
· Sif Thorgeirsson, Manager, Corporate Legal Accountability Project, Business & Human Rights Resource Centre
This event may already be full – if you wish to attend please contact Joe Westby to find out whether space is available: westby@business-humanrights.org; or phone 020 7636-7774.  
The Resource Centre is a charity that tracks the human rights impacts (positive & negative) of 4500 companies in over 180 countries, and seeks responses from companies when concerns are raised by civil society.  The Centre’s Corporate Legal Accountability Portal highlights significant human rights lawsuits against companies in all parts of the world.
Human Rights Watch is one of the world’s leading independent organizations dedicated to defending and protecting human rights. For more information on its work, please visit www.hrw.org.
Event details: 

Time: Thursday 16 July 2009 

6:45pm Arrival 

7:00-7:45pm Two films from the “Corporations on Trial” series

7:45-8:30pm Panel discussion – Questions & answers from audience
Place: Khalili Lecture Theatre, Lower Ground Floor of the Main SOAS college building (“Old Building”) – entry just off Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H 0XG (see arrow on map below) 


Nearest underground station is Russell Square.  Euston, King’s Cross and St Pancras International underground and train stations are a 10-minute walk:
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Sign up for free Weekly Updates containing top stories & breaking news – from Business & Human Rights Resource Centre
To subscribe to Human Rights Watch London Newsletter please email: simona.santojanni@hrw.org
