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" dedicated since 1952 to the primacy, coherence and implementation of international law and principles that advance human rights "

              April 2006

Launch of the International Commission of Jurists
Expert Legal Panel on Corporate Complicity in International Crimes

The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) has convened an expert legal panel of
eight eminent lawyers to develop the legal and public policy meaning of corporate
complicity in the worst violations of international human rights and humanitarian
law, which amount to international crimes, such as torture, forced labour, enforced
disappearances, extrajudicial executions, war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The Panel, which gathers together diverse legal experience and expertise, drawn from
different legal traditions and regions, is comprised of: Andrew Clapham (United
Kingdom); Claes Cronstedt (Sweden); Louise Doswald-Beck (Switzerland); John
Dugard (South Africa); Alberto León Gómez-Zuluaga (Colombia); Howard Mann
(Canada); Usha Ramanathan (India); and Ralph Steinhardt (United States).

This legal panel is the first of its kind on corporate complicity. It will help to clarify the
practical content and limits of complicity - an area of continuing uncertainty and
confusion. The panel will develop legal principles to explain when companies should
be held liable in law for complicity in international crimes and, where the acts are not
sufficient to attract legal liability, whether companies should nevertheless be
considered responsible as a matter of international public policy.

The panel will develop its principles by exploring how complicity and related
concepts are used in international law, especially international criminal law, and in
different branches of national law found in different legal systems, such as tort law,
criminal law, environmental law and corporate law. Based on expert legal research,
and consultations, the panel will extrapolate and set out emerging international legal
principles on complicity of business in international crimes. To the extent that
international and national criminal law already include well-developed concepts such
as aiding and abetting, the panel will clarify what these mean in practice for business.

The launch of the Panel will take place on 8 May 2006 when the first plenary meeting
will be held in Geneva. The panel is supported by a small team in the ICJ Secretariat
and is guided by an advisory group that will include individuals and experts from
other organisations that have been actively working on this issue.  During the next 10
months the panel will hold consultations, with corporate lawyers, non-governmental
organizations, and governments, in order to incorporate a diverse range of views.

The results of the panel’s work will be to establish clear legal guidelines for
businesses, NGOs, governments and the United Nations. The ICJ, with other
organisations and the ICJ network, will then work towards a common understanding
of corporate complicity in international crimes and seek to have the principles relied
on wherever the concept is or should be used – in court proceedings, in the
development of public policy and law at national and legal levels, in the work of the
United Nations Global Compact and in the work of the United Nations Special
Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and
transnational corporations and other business enterprises.


