Email from Peter Bosshard, International Rivers Network, & Nicholas Hildyard, Corner House, to Björn Edlund, ABB, regarding Merowe/Hamadab Dam Project, Sudan

21 June 2005

This email by Peter Bosshard & Nicholas Hildyard comments on ABB’s letter of 15 June to International Rivers Network & Corner House, responding to the May 2005 report by these two organisations, “A Critical Juncture for Peace, Democracy, and the Environment: Sudan and the Merowe/Hamadab Dam Project”.  These materials are available online at:

http://www.business-humanrights.org/Links/Repository/898303 

To: 
Björn Edlund – ABB



Date: 
21 June 2005


Subject:
Re: Merowe dam

Dear Mr. Edlund,

Thank you for your letter of June 15, 2005. We appreciate ABB's concerns regarding the Merowe/Hamadab Dam Project, and the problems of doing business in Sudan more generally. We would like to point out some issues of continued concern and make some suggestions for a follow-up process.

You state that it would be "impractical" to call for a halt of the Merowe project until the project's problems have been addressed. We would like to emphasize that at present, ABB is involved in a project that does not have any officially sanctioned EIA, and which therefore violates host country law. Continued project construction will mean that more people are being displaced without any credible means of fair compensation and rehabilitation. We take the liberty of forwarding you a recent message from a project-affected community that conveys a sense of the urgency of the situation.

         Date: Fri, 17 Jun 2005 21:36:49 +0300 (EAT)

         Subject: urgent help

         how do you do. sometimes i think we are very tiresome. but what can

         we do? no one want to help us or even hear about our suffering; only

         you. today, the authority begins resettling the last group from

         ELHAMDAB to ELMULTAGA. they used every thing to do

         this: terrorism, commission, etc. if you do not do something

         tomorrow, i think the situation will go from worse to the worst. we

         need urgent help.

We urge you to ask the project authorities to immediately stop displacing affected communities in order to avert a humanitarian crisis and a further escalation of the tensions in the project area.

We appreciate ABB's support for the proper electrification of the resettlement sites, and other villages in Sudan. At the same time, we note that the resettlement colony that we visited in February 2005 was electrified. The displaced people could however not afford to pay for electricity because the soils in El Multaga were so poor that the farmers could not sell their produce. We recommend that ABB also help address the concerns that are priorities for the affected communities, especially the issues of livelihood and participation in decision-making. (The specific concerns of the affected communities are elaborated in the IRN/Corner House report.)

We noted with interest that ABB, in cooperation with Prof. Alan Miller, plans to implement a stakeholder process in Sudan. We very much support the establishment of a multi-stakeholder process to address the problems of the Merowe/Hamadab Dam Project. You mention that the process will include dialogues with business partners and authorities. We believe that the affected communities and interested civil society groups need to be involved in any stakeholder process on the project, and should have a say in defining the terms of reference of such a stakeholder process.

We will appreciate it if you can keep us informed about the planned stakeholder process, and if you can clarify the following questions: What are the terms of reference of this process? Which sectors of Sudanese society will be involved? Will representatives of the committees of the project-affected communities and Sudanese civil society also be involved?

Thank you for clarifying these questions. We will be happy to keep you informed about new developments from our end, and if you wish, to bring you in touch with Sudanese NGOs and representatives of the affected communities.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Bosshard

International Rivers Network

Nicholas Hildyard

The Corner House

