Email from Peter Bosshard, International Rivers Network, & Nicholas Hildyard, Corner House, to Henning Nothdurft, Lahmeyer International, regarding Merowe/Hamadab Dam Project, Sudan
21 June 2005

This email by Peter Bosshard & Nicholas Hildyard comments on Lahmeyer International’s statement of 3 June, “The Merowe Dam in the Sudan - Lahmeyer International's Involvement and Assistance”, which responded to the May 2005 report by International Rivers Network & Corner House, “A Critical Juncture for Peace, Democracy, and the Environment: Sudan and the Merowe/Hamadab Dam Project”.  These materials are available online at:

http://www.business-humanrights.org/Links/Repository/898303 
To: 
Henning Nothdurft, Lahmeyer International

Date: 
21 June 2005

Subject:
Re: Merowe/Hamdabad Dam Project

Dear Dr. Nothdurft,

Thank you for your message of May 23, 2005.

We believe that any party that is involved in a project shares, to a larger or smaller extent, a responsibility for the impacts of the project. 

In the case of the Merowe/Hamadab Dam Project this includes Lahmeyer International. We appreciate your response to our report in this perspective, and look forward to receiving a more detailed response.

In the meantime, we would like to briefly respond to some of the issues raised in the paper about Lahmeyer International's involvement in the project that was attached to your response.

According to the Lahmeyer International paper, the project benefits include the supply of water for irrigation. According to our meetings with various experts and interested parties in Khartoum, the Merowe project does at this stage not include an irrigation component (except for the resettlement sites). According to LI's Environmental Assessment Report, the project has been "primarily planned and designed for power production only", and the report does not cover the environmental impacts of an irrigation component.

Could you clarify whether the project does at present include an irrigation component (beyond the resettlement sites)? If it does, could you inform us whether any formal decisions on this component have been taken, what the dimensions of the irrigation project are, and whether its environmental impacts have been assessed?

The LI paper states that the increase in power generation capacity is "most urgently needed to create new jobs for millions of people". We do not question that Sudan's power generation capacity needs to be increased, and we are not fundamentally opposed to the development of a dam project on the Nile. We do however believe that the first priority of a strategy to effectively reduce the poverty of the majority of Sudan's people will need to be rural electrification and, consequently, the development of decentralized sources of electricity.

Affected communities need to be the first beneficiaries of a project.  This is particularly true for large, high risk projects such as the Merowe Dam.   As we have elaborated in our report, the communities that have already been resettled have faced a rapid decline in their standard of living. The LI paper states that the dam project is "mainly located in the desert".   The affected communities are being resettled in this desert. Providing free irrigation water during a two-year transition period will not be sufficient for the displaced communities to recreate the basis of their economic livelihoods.

We noted with interest that according to the LI paper, "we agree that the participation involvement process has to be intensively addressed, and this without any delay". We would like to learn more about how Lahmeyer International can support and ensure this participation, and we encourage LI to get in touch with the committees of the affected communities directly.

As we are writing this, affected people continue to be displaced, without any credible means of fair compensation and rehabilitation. We take the liberty of forwarding you a recent message from a project-affected community that conveys a sense of the urgency of the situation.

         Date: Fri, 17 Jun 2005 21:36:49 +0300 (EAT)

         Subject: urgent help

         how do you do. sometimes i think we are very tiresome. but what can

         we do? no one want to help us or even hear about our suffering; only

         you. today, the authority begins resettling the last group from

         ELHAMDAB to ELMULTAGA. they used every thing to do

         this: terrorism, commission, etc. if you do not do something

         tomorrow, i think the situation will go from worse to the worst. we

         need urgent help.

We again urge Lahmeyer International to ask the project authorities to immediately stop displacing affected communities in order to avert a humanitarian crisis and a further escalation of the tensions in the project area.

Thank you for your attention. We look forward to receiving a more detailed response from Lahmeyer International to the issues raised in our report.

We will also share this message with the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Peter Bosshard

International Rivers Network

Nicholas Hildyard

The Corner House

