Independência response to concerns raised by Greenpeace, including that Independência has acquired cattle from ranchers linked to forced labour
24 Jun 2009

Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Independência to respond to the following report:

- “Slaughtering the Amazon”, Greenpeace, 1 June 2009: http://www.greenpeace.org/international/press/reports/slaughtering-the-amazon  

Independência sent the following statement to the Resource Centre:


We welcome the opportunity to engage in a constructive dialogue about the beef trade in general and Independência's business specifically.

Independência has always sought to develop its business in a sustainable way.  To our best knowledge, in 2004 we were the first slaughterhouse worldwide to obtain simultaneously four major international certifications focusing on quality and sustainability: ISO 14001:2004 (Environmental Management Systems); OHSAS 18001 (Occupational Health and Safety); ISO 9001:2000 (Quality Management Systems) and SA 8000 (Social Accountability). We believe that until today we are the only slaughterhouse worldwide to hold those four certifications. Our Value and Mission Statement as well as our Code of Ethics (which were formalized in 2004 and are both available on our website at www.independencia.com.br <http://www.independencia.com.br/> ) clearly state our firm believe that any business activity must be conducted in the spirit of respect for the society we live and work in, the environment, our employees and our customers.

Specifically with respect to cattle purchase, we have been a pioneer in working together with our suppliers to ensure sustainable cattle farming. In that respect, we created in the late 1990s the Cattlemen Assistance Program aimed at providing information to our suppliers on a wide range of topics ranging from environmental protection, labor conditions, fito-sanitary standards to improved breeding technologies. This program was expanded in early 2008 with the launch of the "Pecuaria 360º" (Cattle Farming 360º) partnership. All of our suppliers have to adhere not only to all legal requirements but also to often higher standards as per the above mentioned certifications with respect to environmental protection, animal welfare, and labor conditions among others topics. In the spirit of the certifications and in line with the requirements set forth therein, not only do we not conduct business with suppliers that do not meet such standards, but rather do we try to work together with such suppliers to help them become compliant with the standards.

Today, prior to purchasing any cattle from any farmer, we consult the relevant government sources regarding environmental and labor crimes. We require all of our suppliers to certify their compliance with applicable law, conduct spot audits and engage in an active dialogue with farmers and the communities we work in to promote a better understanding of the issues at hand. We condemn and are vigorously opposed to any form of forced, child or slave labor, illegal deforestation and other environmental crimes. On the other hand, we are firm believers in the benefits that sustainable development and cattle farming bring to the interior of Brazil, a country that has long suffered from large levels of inequality expressed also in lack of economic opportunities in the interior and a concentration of wealth, jobs and industrial activity on its coastal line.  We are investigating the allegation against our Company brought forward by Greenpeace and will take all necessary actions to ensure that we are 100% compliant, not only with all legal requirements as per Brazilian Law, but also with the standard of ethics and conduct as set forth by us and which have guided Independência's conduct of business over the past 32 years.
