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I am Chris Avery, Director of the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre.

We would not normally introduce an introducer, but we could not pass up the opportunity to introduce Lord Joffe.

Lord Joffe, like Sir Geoffrey Chandler, is a man whose broad career makes him just the right person to be speaking to you this evening.  He was a leading human rights lawyer in South Africa.  After emigrating to the UK he took up a career in business and became Founder Director of Allied Dunbar Assurance.  He went on to become Chair of Oxfam, and became a cross-bench peer in the House of Lords in the year 2000.

Joel Joffe was defence lawyer for the imprisoned Nelson Mandela and other senior members of the African National Congress in the 1963 Rivonia treason trial, known as “the most important trial in South Africa’s history”.  The expected punishment was death.

Writing from Pretoria Prison in May 1964, Nelson Mandela and his fellow prisoners wrote: 

“When our trial started in October 1963, none of us had ever met Joel Joffe before.  All we knew of him at the time was that he had cancelled plans to leave South Africa in order to take up our defence.  This alone, at a time when frenzied hysteria was being whipped up against us amongst the White population of this country, assured us that he was a man of rare courage and real devotion to the cause of justice.  Since getting to know him, we realise how fully our first impressions have been justified.  Today we know him both as a lawyer and a friend, and have the highest regard for him in both capacities.”

Please join me in welcoming Lord Joffe.

