Response of Leadership Office of Hamdab Dam Affected People (LOHAP) to Lahmeyer International's comment on the Amri massacre, Sudan
3 May 2006


LOHAP sent the following statement to the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre in response to the statement by Lahmeyer International (available here: 
http://www.business-humanrights.org/Links/Repository/646250) regarding allegations that several villagers were shot near the Hamdab/Merowe Dam in Sudan.  Further information about the allegations is available here: http://www.business-humanrights.org/Links/Repository/799389.)
“Lahmeyer International's response on Amri killings is untruthful and contradictory. 


First, the response contradicts the position of the Sudanese government.  The government says the people were threatening the dam while they were approaching the site, and had to be stopped. According to the Police Chief, this was done by the use of live ammunition to disperse the people. The Police Chief in his press conference never claimed that the people were armed. This was confirmed by Al Jazeera Satellite Channel footage showing government soldiers shooting at civilians in their traditional farm clothes. In contrast, Lahmeyer claims that the people were fighting among themselves and later fired live ammunitions against the government forces. 


This version of people fighting among themselves was first mentioned by the dam chief executive on a live TV interview on Sudanese TV on Monday (1st of May) night. 


It is obvious that Lahmeyer is quoting the executive and not any independent source. A number of journalists, politicians and activists who visited the area immediately after the events reported no fighting among the local people who are overwhelmingly poor farmers and their relatives. 


Lahmeyer did not mention any wounded persons, despite the fact that there were more than thirteen people wounded in the clashes; some had to undergo major operations.  Most of them are still receiving treatment in Khartoum North Hospital.

The inconsistencies of the versions of the government and Lahmeyer prove that both are not telling the truth and both are struggling to cover the crime committed against innocent people.”
