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February 14, 2005.

The General Manager

Nigerian Agip Oil company (NAOC)

Rumueme

Port Harcourt.

Dear Sir,

PLANNED DEMOLITION OF STRUCTURES AT THE WATERFRONT AROUND NAOC BASE (OFFICES) IN

PORT HARCOURT.

We have received reports by Ogonis and other residents of the waterfront around Agip Base (offices) in Port Harcourt otherwise called “Ogoni village, in respect of a seemingly disguised plan by NAOC to illegally demolish structures at the waterfront to facilitate its planned expansion of her present offices in readiness for the proposed movement of its headquarters from Lagos to Port Harcourt. The report further indicated that contracts to that effect had already been awarded to Homan Engineering (Nigeria) Limited, which has commenced pilling activities in the area.

The residents also complained that they have lived at the location for well over fifteen (15) years with the permission of relevant authorities including Oroworukwu Community. They similarly reported that they reclaimed the area to make it habitable, as it was swampy and water logged.

They also stated that NAOC did not consult them and they were surprised and shocked to see Homan Engineering (Nig.) Ltd move equipment into the area and commenced pilling activities. The residents further complained that when they approached officials of NAOC, rather than attend to the matter, they (NAOC officials) rained derogatory remarks on them.


President: Ledum Mitee; Deputy President: Dr. Olua Kamalu;

Acting.Secretary-General: Moses Damgbor; Financial Secretary: Fortune Chujor; Treasurer: Daniel Nsanee;

Publicity Secretary: Emmanuel Ebeh; Legal Adviser: Samuel Igbara
MOSOP is deeply concerned about the plight of the complainants. If the reported demolition is carried out, the residents will be rendered homeless. As it stands, there appears to be no plans for appropriate arrangements for them including alternative accommodation to assuage their suffering, if the reported demolition is effected. Majority of them are Ogonis and considering the difficulties they and others face as a result of the harsh economic situation in the country, should they be ejected via demolition of their houses, they and their families may not be able to afford alternative accommodations.

We are also worried about the report that your officials instead of attempting to resolve the problems rained abuses on these Ogonis. This goes to suggest that they have been so treated for the mere fact that they are Ogonis. We consider this as unfriendly, and we are most uncomfortable with it.

MOSOP is of the view, that these people have a right to shelter and as such, their rights must be respected. We are also of the opinion that should there be need for demolition of houses in the area, it must be approached in such a manner that does not compromise the human rights of these people. Appropriate consultation and agreement has to be reached between the parties. This, if the reports are correct, has not been done yet work has started and houses in the area would sooner than later be destroyed.

In view of the aforesaid, MOSOP is suggesting an urgent meeting between NAOC, the residents, relevant parties and MOSOP. The idea is to see how this matter can be resolved amicably. In the event this fails, we shall have no alternative than to utilize all civilize means to secure justice for our people.

However, for obvious reasons, MOSOP would formally inform relevant authorities in the state and at the federal level.

Yours Sincerely

Signed:

Moses Damgbor

Acting Secretary-General 

Cc:
The Executive Governor of Rivers State.


The Senate President

Speaker, House of Representatives


Speaker, Rivers State House of Assembly


Chairman, National Human Right Commission


Inspector General of Police


Chairman, Police Service Commission


Rivers State Commissioner of Police 


Rivers State Commissioner of Information


Rivers State Commissioner of Finance


Homan Engineering Nig. Ltd.

