Rafael Marques rejoinder to Odebrecht’s response to report about alleged abuses by security firms employed by diamond mining operations in Cuango, Angola

The Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Odebrecht to respond to the report by Rafael Marques, “Operation Kissonde: The Diamonds of Humiliation and Misery”; Odebrecht’s response is available at http://www.reports-and-materials.org/Odebrecht-response-re-alleged-abuses-by-security-firms-Angola-18-Sep-2006.pdf .  Rafael Marques provided the statement below to the Resource Centre as a rejoinder to Odebrecht’s response.
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On August 5 2006, I met with the Mr. Genésio Couto and Mr. Maurício Neves to discuss the contents of the above-mentioned report. The meeting took place in the presence of the Ministry of Geology and Mining spokesperson Mr. Francisco Dias.

First, Mr. Couto started by accusing me of being unethical, as his company has always been open to speak to journalists. It was then clarified that SDM, the main concerned party, never answered to the letters sent by me on the issue. The fault was attributed to the previous SDM Director, Maurício Gomes.
The main reason for the meeting, called by Odebrecht, was essentially to address a list of houses allocated to high profile members of the ruling regime, at Vila do Gamek, (annexed to the above mentioned report) who’s management was under Odebrecht’s mandate.  Such a list, with the telephone and house numbers included, could be found in the directories of SDM, Gamek and Odebrecht Serviços no Exterior, Ltd. (OSEL). Why? The response I received on this particular question was simply because Odebrecht owns the telephone system.

On the human rights front, none of the attendees, including the spokesperson for the Ministry of Geology and Mining, refuted any of the accusations made in the report, which were supported by an exhibit of photographs. In fact, all the gentlemen expressed revulsion upon seeing the photos. 
I suggested a meeting with the private security company, Alfa-5, SDM management and the local population in Cuango, especially the victims. 

Five days later, on August 10 2006, I had another meeting with Mr. Genésio Couto, at his request, in which he asked me to remove the list from the site, as it was causing some damage. I explained, once again, that I would not remove it, for I had obtained the correct information. All Odebrecht could do was to remove it from its own site. Moreover, I questioned why was Odebrecht so concerned about a list of names, when in fact the whole issue of the report was about serious human rights abuses. 

I suggested, once again, the need for an open meeting, in Cuango, with all the stakeholders involved, including the victims, to find a solution that respected people’s basic rights. Mr. Couto guaranteed that he could organize such a meeting but only with Alfa-5 and SDM in attendance. I am still waiting for it to happen, and I hereby reiterate my availability to attend such a meeting.
My only unavailability is to visit Brazil, as kindly offered by Mr. Couto, to learn about Odebrecht at home. 

Suffice to say that by holding 50% of the shares in SDM, and by being the manager of the project, Odebrecht is as accountable to what this company is doing on the ground as is Endiama, the state company, which seems to be the only party willing to acknowledge the gravity of the situation and the need to put a stop to the human rights abuses. Its foreign partners seem to be only interested in the profits and anything else that goes wrong is for the Angolans to take sole blame of and to fix it. Is this a new concept of joint-venture or Corporate Social Responsibility?

