[image: image1.jpg]


Mineral Policy Institute
                    2005 Recent News


Welcome to the Mineral Policy Institute’s July 2005 Newsletter:
please contact the MPI office to update your details at admin@mpi.org.au.  
Perth-based Anvil Mining Company implicated in Congolese massacre 

ABC’s Four Corners recently investigated the role of the Perth-based mining company Anvil in a massacre of civilians in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The massacre occurred at Kilwa in the Congo, which is the closest town to Anvil’s Dikulushi mine. Four Corners revealed that Anvil provided logistical support to the Congolese Armed Forces (FARDC) to suppress a small-scale uprising in October 2004 at Kilwa.  Eyewitness accounts alleged that Anvil provided vehicles and a plane to shuttle in FARDC troops. Troops conducted arbitrary arrests and summary killings of civilians and UN officials have documented over 100 deaths, at least 28 from summary execution.  

Anvil’s Dikulushi mine yields the highest-grade copper and silver in the world. CEO of Anvil Mining Bill Turner says that Anvil responded to “a request from the military of the legitimate government of the country.”  Mr Turner admitted that the company plane made “three or four” trips to bring in 80 – 100 troops. Mr Turner denies knowledge of Anvil vehicles being used to take people away for summary executions, but eyewitness accounts suggest otherwise.   

Australian plaintiff lawyers are considering launching a case in Australian courts against Anvil employees for crimes against humanity related to the massacre of villagers by the military.  

MPI has supported a call for the Australian Attorney General to authorise a full investigation into possible breaches of the Criminal Code Amendment Act 1999 (Australia’s law prohibiting bribery of foreign officials in accordance with the OECD Convention on Bribery) by Anvil in its acquisition of the Dikulushi mine.  This call is supported by the UK-based Rights & Accountability in Development (RAID); Congolese human rights groups, Action contre l’impunite pour les droits humains (ACIDH) and ASADHO Katanga; Friends of the Earth-United States; and the Human Rights Council of Australia.

MPI has also supported a call for the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), the World Bank’s political risk insurer, to withdraw its guarantee for Anvil’s Dukulushi mine.  It is claimed that MIGA did not give adequate consideration to concerns, such as the propriety of Anvil Mining’s relationship to Mr. Katumba Mwanke – the former governor of Katanga Province and former prime minister – and his role in helping Anvil obtain the Dikulushi concession.  MIGA accepted Anvil’s assurances that no improper payments were made to intermediaries for help in obtaining the concession.  The Four Corners program revealed that Mr. Mwanke was on the board of Anvil’s Congolese subsidiary.

A transcript of the Four Corners program is available at http://www.abc.net.au/4corners/content/2005/s1384238.htm. 
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Seven tonnes of mercury released from Kalgoorlie Super Pit

The Super Pit mine at Kalgoorlie-Boulder, operated by Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines (KCGM) and jointly owned by Newmont and Barrack Gold, has been releasing mercury at five times the level of any other mining operation. KCGM has just admitted to emitting at least 7 tonnes of mercury over the city of Kalgoorlie-Boulder in the last 12 months. Despite the size of the emissions, KCGM only saw fit to notify the WA Environment Department in the last month. 

















       Super Pit © Machteld Baljet & Marcel Hoevenaars, 2004

A toxicology consultant contracted to assess the effects of mercury exposure on the residents and workers identified two workers with mercury blood level above the safe level of 20µg/g creatine. One of these was over the “remove from exposure” limit of 35µg. Testing of soil in the town was also undertaken but sites and results have not been released. KCGM explained the mercury as naturally occurring variability in the ore body.  One of the owners, Newmont is currently being investigated for environmental damaged caused by it’s Minahasa mine in Indonesia.  See “Focus on Indonesia” in this edition.
Urgent: Watching Brief

MPI issues watching brief on Australian operated Phu Bia Mine in Laos

MPI has issued a watching brief on the Phu Bia mine in Laos, operated by Australian company Pan Australian Resources, as a result of environmental and social concerns associated with the recently opened mine’s operations, and the refusal of the company to disclose information that would enable verification of the current situation at the mine.

An incident involving a fish kill occurred at the mine site shortly after the operation began utilising a cyanide heap leach process to extract gold from the crushed ore.  The company refused to disclose significant details of the incident when requested by MPI on 29 July 2005, including the extent of the fish kill and aquatic impacts on the Nam Gnum River, or the responses of and impacts upon local populations.  They also denied request for access to the mine site to verify their claims regarding limited impact.

While the extent and seriousness of this incident is presently unclear, MPI has received information from a number of independent sources within Laos that suggest that serious impacts upon fishery resources and a corresponding impact upon surrounding subsistence based populations are anticipated, though not presently verifiable.  The surrounding population, including the Hmong ethnic group, is extremely vulnerable to human rights abuses due to the inaccessibility of the mine to media and observers – it operates within a restricted military zone. 

MPI is concerned that Pan Australian Resources did not immediately halt the cyanide leach process after the occurrence of the incident and until such a time as it had isolated the cause of the incident.  The company did so only after being contacted by MPI.  This tardy response provides little assurance that the mining operation will appropriately act to safeguard environmental and social values.  With the freedom of expression of local populations severely restricted and reports that criticism or opposition to government interests may lead to harsh retribution, high standards of transparency and disclosure are essential elements in ensuring the interests of surrounding communities and the environment are safeguarded. 

MPI has called for Pan Australian Resources to immediately:

· Make publicly available the original environmental and social impact statement prepared for the development of the mine to allow for an independent review within Australia

· Immediately release the full reports of the investigation by the company’s consultants into the incident involving a fish kill near the mine site

· Allow an independent public interest delegation access to the site and the surrounding populations to review the current situation, including the impact of the mine’s operation and the recent incident upon the ecosystem and nearby communities
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STOP PRESS: NSW Govt. permits mining next to Sydney Catchment Rivers

The SMH’s Wendy Frew reported on the 1/8/05: “The Government has allowed a BHP subsidiary, Illawarra Coal, to build access roads for two new longwall coal mines along the rivers. Pending more approvals, mining will start mid-next year. The company had intended mining under the Nepean but changed its plans because of public pressure. At the closest point, the longwall mining will now be only 100 metres from Cataract River and 180 metres from the Nepean. Caroline Graham, a spokeswoman for the residents' Nepean Action Group, said: "It's unbelievable the NSW Government, at a time of increased water restrictions and global warming, would allow further damage to be done to Sydney's water supply. Illawarra Coal told the Herald it had made "a significant compromise in terms of continuity of supply and sacrifice of extractable coal reserves … to address the expectations of the community" But it said it could not promise the mining would not cause cracking. And it said the company was still conducting studies to assess the likely environmental damage. Illawarra Coal also disputed claims that water was permanently lost from the river from cracking. A company representative told a public meeting at Campbelltown last month that BHP was investigating new grouting techniques to close the cracks. But residents at the meeting said it was unacceptable to treat the rivers as "guinea pigs". "If you cannot get your science exact … get back that mining one kilometre from the river and don't treat our rivers as something you can experiment with," said Beth Michie, of National Parks Association. The Minister for Mineral Resources, Kerry Hickey, was not available for comment.”

(Further information on this issue in this edition) 

Pressure on Canadian government for legal measures to stop destructive practices of Canadian mining companies overseas  

In June, the Canadian Parliament's Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Trade called on the Canadian government to adopt measures to restrict the destructive practices of Canadian mining companies operating overseas.  The Committee issued a report which states they are "concerned that Canada does not yet have laws to ensure that the activities of Canadian mining companies in developing countries conform to human rights standards, including the rights of workers and of indigenous peoples."  The report goes on to state that more should be done to ensure that Canadian companies conduct their activities in a socially and environmentally responsible manner and conform to international human rights standards.   

The report specifically urges the Canadian government to:  

· Condition Canadian support "on companies meeting clearly defined corporate social responsibility and human rights standards."

· Establish clear legal norms in Canada to ensure that Canadian companies and residents are held accountable when there is evidence of environmental and / or human rights violations associated with the activities of Canadian mining companies.

· Work with like-minded countries to integrate and mainstream international human rights standards in the work of international financial institutions (IFIs) such as the World Bank.

Action is needed to pressure the Canadian government to adopt the Committee’s recommendations.  Sample letters to Canadian Ministers urging the Canadian government to take immediate action to adopt the Committee’s recommendations are available at http://www.miningwatch.ca/publications/FAAE_NR_13_Jul_05.html.  Letters can also be sent to the Canadian Embassy in Australia.

For more information, please visit www.miningwatch.ca.

Research Highlights:

OK Tedi mine waste reaches Gulf of Papua

MPI and Dr Helen Rosenbaum have completed a report on the potential ecological and public health risks of the Ok Tedi mine on the Torres Strait. The Ok Tedi open-cut copper mine is located on Mt Fubilan in the central mountain range of the Western Province of Papua New Guinea. For the past 20 years Ok Tedi Mining Ltd (OTML) has discharged its tailings and waste rock directly into the Ok Tedi – Fly River system. At an average discharge rate of 165,000 tonnes per day or 115 tonnes per minute, the mine’s waste has been an environmental catastrophe for the 1000 km long Fly River system.

 

Devastating as they are, the impacts of the mine are not limited to the Fly River system and its associated wetlands. The massive scale and continuous nature of pollution from the Ok Tedi mine means that the levels and geographic spread of heavy metals will increase over time. However, the extent of its impacts on the Torres Strait, Gulf of Papua and their inhabitants is unknown. The research essential for establishing the effect of Ok Tedi derived metals on human health, ecosystems and commercial fisheries has not been conducted.   

 

MPI ’s   report  discusses the evidence for these impacts and recommends a monitoring program focusing on dietary intake studies for TSIs and coastal communities in the Gulf of Papua; The monitoring of metals associated with the signature of the Ok Tedi mine’s waste discharge in the Northern and Central Torres Strait and the Gulf of Papua; and monitoring for the ecological impacts of metals associated With the OK Tedi mine’s waste discharge in the Gulf of Papua and the Torres Strait.

Listed as a unique bioregion, the Torres Strait is characterised by complex and sensitive marine and island environments comprising volcanic islands, coral cays, mangroves, coral reefs and seagrass beds.  The report has been sent to community leaders in the Torres Strait and will be made available on the MPI website. 

Focus On: Indonesia 

Indonesian Constitutional Court prevents Oz Mining Companies destruction of Protected Forests … but some are allowed to continue 
In a recent decision of the Indonesian Constitutional Court, a number of Indonesia’s sensitive forests have escaped devastation from proposals for open cut mining operations by foreign companies. The decision could signal the final nail in the coffin of BHP Billiton’ Gag Island project which had been subject to significant shareholder concerns over the issue of mining in protected forests as well as proposals to dump the mine waste in the marine environment within the Raj Ampat Archipelago, an area recommended for World Heritage Listing.

 
In 2004, after pressure from abroad, including lobbying on behalf of foreign companies by the Australian government, the Indonesian parliament passed a law that provided exceptions to a number of foreign companies that allowed them to open cut mine in its protected forest. The ‘NGO Coalition Opposed to Mining in Protected Forests’ of which MPI has played an active and on-going role, appealed to the Constitutional Court to revoke the law.

The Indonesian Constitutional Court decision handed down on 7 July 2005 recognises the unacceptable consequences on communities and the environment of open pit mining, but on the other hand makes an exception for seven companies to continue with such mining in protected forests. Indonesian NGOs have argued that to be consistent with the evidence brought by the appellants, the Court should have annulled the Presidential Decree (and ratification) because it endangers the livelihoods of many and thus contravenes clause 33(3) of the Indonesian Constitution. 

The practical outcome is that the six companies prohibited from open pit mining in protected forests are those which had not reached that exploration stage through submitting a plan and having their EIS approved: Weda Bay Nickel (Canada), Gag Nickel (BHP Billiton from UK/Australia), Pelsart Tambang Kencana (Australia), Aneka Tambang (Indonesia), Sorikmas Mining (Aberfoyle from Australia), and Interex Sacra Raya (Indonesia).

Australian company Newcrest’s Halmahera mine is one of seven projects apparently permitted to conduct open pit mining in protected forests: on the basis that they have already begun exploitation. When it cleared the Toguraci protected forest during construction, the Halmahera mine was in fact illegally operating in breach of a specific ban in the Indonesian Forestry Law, a situation which lead to local community protests and documented human rights abuses at its Toguaraci mine.

The Australian government was subject to criticism in both Indonesia and Australia after questions in the Australian parliament revealed it had been lobbying and pressuring the Indonesian government to grant a number of Australian operations exemptions to Indonesia's environmental protection laws banning open cut mining in protected forests. 

Update on: Newmont and Buyat Bay

Newmont, the US mining company whose executives spent some time in a Indonesian jail late last year having been arrested by local police for the pollution of Buyat Bay by their Minahasa mine, have been lobbying the Indonesian Government to accept a negotiated settlement with no admission of fault rather than face civil damages. A criminal prosecution by Indonesian authorities of the Newmont's managing director, Richard Ness is underway in Manado, North Sulawesi.

Newmont faces ongoing legal action over the operations of the Buyat STD mine, while the communities impacted by the mining operation are currently being relocated as a result of the destruction of their sources of livelihood and the health risks posed by the mine’s pollution. 

At this stage, Newmont is also being sued by Indonesian Department of Environment aiming to gain compensation to rehabilitate the bay and fund the relocation of the community who can no longer live in the contaminated area. Indonesian community groups are also preparing a case in the public interest and lawyers for the community are preparing a class action for the suffering the company’s operation have caused. 

The company has been actively lobbying the government and scientific/academic community with the funding of a two-day international seminar on Buyat Bay hosted by the Manado-based University of Ratulangi (Unsrat) in May this year. About 40 companies, including three subsidiaries of the Newmont - PT Newmont Minahasa Raya, PT Newmont Nusa Tenggara and Newmont Horas Nauli, sponsored the conference.
Protecting Sustainable Livelihoods from Ocean Dumping of Mine Waste 

Last year we had an important victory against the use of submarine tailings disposal (STD - the dumping of toxic mine waste directly into coastal waters).  BHP Billiton released a public statement asserting that STD would not be used in any of their current projects, ensuing the protection of the magnificent Raja Ampat Archipelago in Indonesia, recommended for World Heritage listing. MPI’s long campaign to end this practice continues.

In an interview with the Financial Time’s Shaun Donnan in December 2004, Rachmat Witoelar, the Indonesian Environment Minister, said “Indonesia would ‘follow the wisdom’ of countries in North America and Europe and in effect ban miners from using submarine tailings.” "Are we going to prohibit it? Not in the direct sense," the minister said. But Indonesia would impose "very hard, difficult conditions on doing [submarine] tailings so it becomes impossible". The conditions, he said, could include allowing tailings only in very deep water far from the shore, or "on Mars". Mr Witoelar said the move was unlikely to have an impact on existing projects unless they were "proven to be detrimental". He said the decision would not affect Newmont's largest mine in Indonesia, Batu Hijau, a gold and copper mine that uses submarine tailings but disposes the waste in deeper water than was at Minahasa Raya.

Mr Witoelar said he planned to be "very careful" in pursuing cases against other existing operations and did not want to open a Pandora's box. But he warned the government planned to crack down on polluters and impose more stringent environmental standards on investments.

NGO Support for Tsunami Recovery

The Mineral Policy Institute’s close working relationship with Indonesian community organisations, particularly the Indonesian Forum for Environment (WALHI), provided an avenue for concerned Australians and Australian NGOs who wished to help survivors through an Indonesian grassroots organisation. 

An full update on the emergency relief operation and the on-going recovery and rehabilitation efforts in Aceh and parts of Northern Sumatera being undertaken by WALHI, can be found at: www.eng.walhi.or.id/tsunami/summary_report_tsunami_relief/   

“WALHI would like to convey its immense gratitude to all partners and donor agencies as well as volunteers who have been working side by side all through the emergency relief period up to the ongoing rehabilitation and reconstruction phase.” 
Focus on: Papua New Guinea 

Justice for the Victims of Ok Tedi 
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While BHP, the Big Australian, walked away from the environmental disaster that is the Ok Tedi mine, the people who live along the largest river system in PNG continue to suffer.  BHP did a deal with the PNG National government to gain an indemnity from future liability without ensuring management of serious environmental threats the mine posed. An ever worsening environmental situation is nearing crisis point, with the onset of acid mine drainage in sections of the river, increasing the chronic food and water shortages and exacerbating the appalling health conditions.        

“Regarding my life, my land, my resources, my sago and bananas. These things I feed from, have been polluted, I also have been polluted too, these plants that I eat, all and feeds the water and the land, and because of the pollution of the river system I believe I too have these effects, I eat these things, there are poisons, metals. I have them too. All these people have mercury or other poisons, this is why I oppose these agreements, I want to put this to you, it is very sad for me at Sepe village, the waterways have been diverted to me, all the shipments that go through the river system eroded by village and my graveyard of my ancestors has been washed out, the island near my village has been washed out completely. My gardens are gone. There are some of the reasons why I can not agree to sign these agreements.” 

   Condemned OTML building, © MPI, 2004
        Gabe Bedame, elected ward member, Sepe and Auti villages, February 2005
Communities are voicing their concerns and developing responses to the challenges they are now facing. At the request of local partners in PNG, MPI has worked with Community Development officers to organise community meetings that enable local people to identify their key concerns. MPI is also currently coordinating a survey of villages impacted by the mine. A report of the survey is due to be released within months. 

MPI is also working with PNG partners to assist organise a summit where representatives of the peoples impacted by the Ok Tedi mine, who remain geographically isolated, can come together to access independent information regarding the impacts and benefits of the mine. They can also have the agreements explained to them and to discuss the options for their future and means of addressing their common problems.
Ramu Nickel Ocean Dumping:  

The Ramu nickel and cobalt project was an MPI focus in 1999 and 2000 when it was described in a report by the PNG National Fisheries Authority as “an unsustainable project, socially, economically and environmentally and (which) cannot be allowed to proceed… mining tailings dumped into Basamuk Bay will gradually create food losses to Papua New Guinea’s rich and renewable fisheries resources of the Bismark Sea.” 

The project was shelved until last year when Chinese metal demand led to an investment by a Chinese government steel company that is now considering providing full finance for the operation. MPI is providing local community groups with information and support to educate the community on the proposal and to assist them to protect their livelihoods and prevent damage to their traditional resources and lands.  We have undertake independent analysis of environmental, technical and economic issues with the project and assisted in explaining some of these issues to landowner representative and concerned community groups. 

Focus On: Kanaky New Caledonia 

The Kanak people of this French “overseas territory” in the South Pacific are in a long-standing struggle to force the Canadian nickel giant Inco to respect their indigenous rights.  Inco is facing growing opposition from all sides in New Caledonia, including from local elected officials, in the development the Goro Nickel Project.   
Recognised Kanak authorities representing the major Kanak institutions of the Sénat Coutumier and the Rhéébù Nùù Committee have made demands that Inco:

· Halt recently resumed construction of the Goro facility

· Initiate a negotiation process that will result in a agreement with recognised Kanak authorities that responds to their social and environmental concerns concerning the Goro project

· Allow an independent assessment of Inco’s Environmental Impact Assessment. 

Kanak authorities have repeatedly pointed to the agreements Inco negotiated with the Labrador Innu and Inuit as an example of the process they seek with Inco.  However, Inco’s response to these requests has been highly combative and confrontational, denying their need to recognise indigenous rights in French territory.  Following a three-day blockade early in 2004, Inco filed a lawsuit against the then-leader of the Rhéébù Nùù Committee, Raphaël Mapou. However, in a landmark ruling in November, Justice Dominique Gilles ruled that Raphaël Mapou and the Rhéébù Nùù Committee are the legitimate representatives of the Kanak people affected by the Goro project and that they were taking legitimate means to protect rights that are recognised in French Law.  

After concerted pressure, Inco has modified its proposal to dump untreated toxic waste into the oceans of New Caledonia.  While they have proposed to treat the waste, it is still set to threaten areas that have been recommended for inclusion in a World Heritage Listing currently being prepared for submission to UNESCO. Kanaky organisations have successfully demanded an independent review of some areas of scientific uncertainty within the impact assessment that have already been identified. Rumours are circulating about a possible decision by Inco to halt construction again amidst questions about how Inco will deal with the findings of an independent review group chosen by the southern province regarding the inadequacy of Inco’s Environmental Impact Assessments with respect to environmental and social issues.

MPI supports a Kanaky outreach officer who is working on ensuring that World Heritage protection is given to the incredible biodiversity threatened by widespread mining operations, and that environmental values and the Indigenous rights of the Kanaky people are respected in the proliferating mining developments.  

Latest News: Kanak concerns coalesce into opposition at Noumea meeting: Communiqué demands the suspension of the Goro Nickel Project until Inco deals with unresolved issues    

At the Nickel 2010 conference that took place in Noumea on 7–8 July, Kanak traditional leaders, senators, political leaders and leaders of trade union organisations strongly expressed their lack of confidence in the Goro Nickel project, and called on the mining company to postpone development of the project.

Kanak organisation Rhéébù Nùù issued a communiqué, calling on Inco to suspend its operations: 

“Considering the lack of answers and the lack of transparent policies from the Goro Nickel company, the population’s concerns have become opposition to the project expressed as following:

· Our chieftains and the people are opposed to the marine effluent pipeline and ocean outfall;

· Our chieftains and the people are opposed to the destruction of our marine and terrestrial eco-systems;

· Our chieftains and the people are opposed to the accumulating of atmospheric pollution that go far beyond the acceptable standards;

· We strongly demand that our indigenous rights be taken into account and call for the establishment of a Heritage Fund under the chieftains’ scrutiny and for the future generations’ needs. 

In concluding we assert that the Goro Nickel project does not fulfil the conditions respecting the environment and even less the conditions for a sustainable development. The construction of the Goro Nickel project must be suspended and there is need to stop the vast misinforming operation.”

This communiqué was delivered to the delegation from New Caledonia and Inco during meetings in Brisbane on 11 July.  

Focus On: Australia 

Lake Cowal and MPI’s Indigenous Art Project:

MPI has also been working on the first stage of arts project and touring exhibition which will use the medium of art to bring the voices and views of diverse indigenous peoples facing the desecration of their sacred sites and other cultural heritage by mining, to the wider public. One strand of the project is focused on training and developing skills in disadvantaged rural communities, the other strand will focus on mounting a national touring exhibition of works from established arts communities which are impacted by mining. 


Working in partnership with the Wiradjuri Artist Group in Condoblin, MPI have coordinated a series of Art Workshops and are planning an exhibition exploring the Wiradjuri people’s perspectives on the development of the Lake Cowal Gold mine. The workshop program provides training for new art workers and further training for established art workers within disadvantaged rural communities. Other indigenous communities have been contacted and there is significant interest in developing the workshop program and developing a touring exhibition that explores these issues as they face Aboriginal people across Australia.

    MPI Art Workshop participant ©MPI, 2005
For an update: on the legal actions by traditional owner, Neville Williams on behalf of the Mooka Traditional Owners Council to prevent the destruction of Aboriginal cultural heritage sites and objects, go to the website of the “Coalition against Lake Cowal” http://www.savelakecowal.org/legal.html
Protecting Our Rivers from Coal Mining

MPI is continuing our support for the local Nepean Action Group (NAG) in their efforts to stop the expansion of the BHP Billiton mine from damaging the Nepean River. When the company mined for coal under the Georges and Cataract Rivers, the sandstone riverbed cracked causing reductions in the flow of the rivers as water seeped into the cracks. Last year BHP Billiton planned to put four 300m wide longwall mines under the Nepean River, in a 5klm stretch between Douglas Park and Menangle. Now, BHP-Billiton has revised these plans and placed the longwalls beside the river instead. This is an improvement but still dangerously close to the river.  At one point the mine panel is only 180m from the river bed.  Also, to compensate for some loss of coal extraction, they now plan to add three more longwalls close to the upper Cataract River. These will be only around 60m from the riverbed.

NAG has called on the NSW Carr government to mandate a safety zone of at least 1 km around ALL rivers in the state to protect them from further permanent damage through the effects of mining under, or too close to, river beds.  This call is supported by Riverwatch, the Illawarra Branch of the National Parks Association, the Nature Conservation Council of NSW, the Colong Foundation for Wilderness, and Lee Rhiannon, MLC, Greens Party.  They are in the early stages of getting support from other groups and individuals as well.   
NAG has recently released a booklet looking specifically at concerns about water loss and water pollution from longwall mining practices.  The Cataract River takes water from the Cataract dam to be distributed to Sydney and Macarthur via Broughtons Pass Weir pumps.  In a time of drought and water shortages, NAG notes that longwall mining has caused 7 rockfalls in the lower Cataract.  Large flow losses have resulted from thousands of cracks in the Cataract River caused by fourteen longwalls. In addition to the loss of water through subsidence cracks, there are further problems of pollution in parts of the rivers caused by upwelling groundwater and methane gas. In the Cataract, water quality has diminished due to increased iron, aluminium and manganese, and changes to pH. Excessive growth of iron-oxidising bacteria caused both the lower Cataract and the upper George’s rivers to turn red and soupy for long periods. NAG notes that hundreds of fish skeletons were found by an inspector in 1994, some up to 1 m, killed by either the draining of the pools and lack of flow, and/or by the pollution of the water.

To date, MPI has assisted members of NAG with scientific queries, made statements to shareholders at the BHP Billiton annual general meeting, attended community consultations and made submissions to the development of the mining subsidence plan. 

NSW Coal: Nobody knows what we are going through so this state can be rich!

Geoff Evans, current MPI committee member and ex-director is researching “Just Transitions To Sustainability In A Mining Affected Region: Community Visions and Strategies” at the University of Newcastle. For a full version of this article go to: www.mpi.org.au/campaigns/climate/hunter_coal/

The Hunter Valley is about 150 kilometres north of Sydney, Australia, and is world famous for its wine and racehorses. Many locals and visitors enjoy its specialty foods, rolling hills, mountain streams and healthy lifestyle. Sadly, for some people, such as those living in the village of Camberwell located in the Hunter heartland, this good life has been destroyed. The noise, lights, traffic and dust caused by nearby coal mining and coal-fired power plants affect them 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Local resident Larry Burgess complains, "Nobody knows what we are going through so this state can be rich!"

Newcastle’s port exports the largest tonnage of black coal of any port in the world. Coal is Australia’s largest export commodity and almost 50% of Australia’s coal exports are mined in the Hunter Valley and exported through Newcastle. At any time of the year, up to thirty bulk loader ships sit a kilometre out from Newcastle’s beautiful surf beaches, waiting to load up with Hunter Valley coal and take it to Japan, Korea, Taiwan and elsewhere.  There are 37 coalmines in the Hunter Valley with 17 being open cut mines, 16 being underground mines and 4 utilising both methods of mining. Another eleven mines are in the planning or construction stage. Under globalised market forces, the scale of coal mining and export from the Hunter has been massively ramped up.

The Hunter’s coal wealth is filling the pockets of a few transnational mining companies, and the coffers of state and national governments addicted to coal royalties. Coal production has doubled and jobs halved over the last decades. Only a tiny fraction of the profits generated from the Hunter coalmines is invested back into preparing the Region for the inevitable end of Ol’ King Coal.
Hunter coal exports are a major contributor to harmful climate change, more frequent and extreme droughts, floods, storms, rising temperatures and sea levels and extinction of many plant and animal species locally and around the world. 

Local organisations and activists are campaigning to stop new mines, concerned that the Hunter region will be sacrificed to a dinosaur fossil fuel-based economy, with a degraded environment, a massive public health bill, and inadequate infrastructure for the inevitable end of the rule of Ol’ King Coal.  

They are demanding a shift to environmental justice and sustainability built on greater regional autonomy, planning that promotes ecologically sustainable development, reform of mining legislation, and a levy on the 100 million tonnes of coal exported out of Newcastle each year to establish a Sustainable Hunter Future fund.  

A community campaign is building in the Hunter for a Just Transition from Coal Dependency to a Clean Energy Future.  
A Just Transition would guarantee:

· secure, long-term jobs for people working in industries that are threatened by the coal industry;

· new jobs for people whose jobs have been lost as the coal industry cuts its workforce;

· investment in education and training to develop the skills needed for a new economy;

· investment in better health, transport, research and industry development services so new, clean industries and skilled workers will be attracted to the Hunter;

· repairing environmental damage caused by large-scale coal mining: and
· investment in clean, decentralised energy technologies to replace the Hunter’s coal-fired power.
The Just Transition campaign will build new partnerships from the bottom-up, linking farmers, mineworkers, labour unions, environmentalists, clean energy businesses and governments to promote development that does not destroy. It aims to shift the debate from “Why change?” to “How can we change together?”  

Western Australia: Meeting of Pilbara traditional owners condemns Rio Tinto 

More than 750 Aboriginal People representing traditional owners organisations in the Pilbara region of Western Australia have gathered to call on mining giant Rio Tinto to improve its standards in dealings with Indigenous traditional owners.  

The gathering has condemned Rio Tinto’s local subsidiary, Pilbara Iron, for failing to engage genuinely with traditional owners in its native title negotiations and for not meeting its own social responsibility standards. In its current negotiations, Pilbara Iron is attempting to lower standards accepted elsewhere in Australia by other Rio Tinto companies. “If Rio Tinto really does want to meet the standards of corporate responsibility, as it says, then it must recognise that by mining our country without the traditional owners agreement, it is acting unfairly and unjustly”, said Ms Natalie Parker of the Nyiyaparli People. 


The Native Title Act states that Rio Tinto has to negotiate with traditional owners regarding future mining activity.  However, the right to negotiate is not retrospective and does not apply in this case, where Rio Tinto is still conducting mining operations established before the Native Title Act commenced.  Despite this, recent industry standards in Australia have seen companies seek to reach fair agreement about past and present mining activities.  

The gathering was organised to discuss the impact on the Pilbara of the region’s massive resources boom.  Pilbara Iron is engaged in a race with BHP Billiton, Hope Downs and Fortescue Metals to meet growing demand from China.  

Kuruma Marthudunera Elder, Neil Finlay said that “Our country has been mined for iron ore for 30 years, making billions of dollars worth of profit for Rio Tinto and Robe River and nothing has been done for us while our people live in poverty at their door and die twenty years before their time.” 

 
For further information, contact: Marjorie Syddall, Yamatji Marlpa Barna Baba Maaja Aboriginal Corporation at msyddall@yamatji.org.au.
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