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News

New Abirim Chief

... Appeal 1o EPA fo speed up
- permif process

From Isasc Akwete), Apayaso

THE CHIEF and people of New Abirim, of the
Birim North District in the Eastern Region,
have appealed to the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to speed up the
documentation process of granting Newmont
Akyem Project the permit to start full
operations.

They made the appeal at a public hearing
organized by the company in conjunction with
the EPA, under the Environmental Assessment
Regulation 1999 scction 17 of the EPA.

Speaking at the programme, the chief urged
the EPA to grant the company the
needed permit 1o start work as early as possible,
since that would be the oaly means 10 solve
the unemployment problems and teenage
pregnancy among other social vices in the area,

Agcording to them, any act of delay could
compel the investors to take this golden
opportunity away, since the area was not the
only place in Ghana where one could find gold.

Notwithstanding this, the chiefs have
also called on the residents of the area 1o
use the establishment of the company to
settle their differences, in order to have one
common goul towards the development of the
area.

On her part, the Minister for Lands,
Foresiry and Mines, Hon Esther Obeng
Daapah expressed her appreciation to the
management of the company, for their tireless
support, commitment and dedication to the
commumnity.

According to her, the jmportance of the

programme can not be over looked since all
stakcholders would have the opportunity to
obtain good understanding of issues
concerning mining operations.

The Minister, also the Member of
Parliament (MP) of the area, assured
Ghanaians and especially the residents of the
area, about government’s readiness (o ensure
that the laid down procedures arc strictly
followed by the company. She urged
management of the company to broaden their
social responsibility, in order to tackle the
issues of misgiving, as well as support for
social and community programme.

Hon. Daapah further asked Newment to
adhere to all environmental and other related
obligations under the legal framework to
etisure that the nation and the community
are not left out in 2 state of disrepair after the
operations.

She also called on the residents of the
area to cooperate with the company and
regulatary sgencies before and during
pperations to enmable the nation to benefit
from its natural resources.

The Regional Vice President for
Environment and Social Responsibility, Nick
Cotts, spid Newmont’s vision is 1o become a
gold company of choice through the
industry’s leading performance.

According to him, the company could
only achieve that goal through the
demonstration of leadership capahilities,
stewardship of the environment and social

responsibilaty.
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Community supports Newmont for jobs

THE Ghana News Agency b repoiied thai
1he chiefs and youth of Birio Nerth i the
Eastern [Region on Friday appealed to the
Environmmtal Proteetien Agency (EPA) to
permli NMewmoni Goldens Ridge Limited
(NGHL), n awbsidiury of Newoni Mindsg
Corporation, to commence minisg in its
Akyem concessban. saying the project woull
orexte jobs in the area.

This was contained in stalcments made
by varions chicfs and youil groups s a publis
beaning organised by the EPA &1 Yayanso o
ek views an the projocs, in sccardanee with
tha Gihana Environmenin| Impact Ass cssmenl
Srocedanes.

Howeyer, despite the overwhelming
suppost for the project, anotfher group of the
youth, fed by cme Mr Kwabens Frampong,
saprossed digplessure with compensation
fees beinp paid by the compasy For cropped
Bnids, saying (bey wern very low

He cited the foes o GHgd, 100 for an nere
af cooos fanm, GH# 1,500 foe an screof ofl palm
warcd GHg 1,600 for an scre of cirus.

Mr Frimpong, swpported by other
members of fhe growp, maimtmmed that ey
ol it give op deeir lands which fall within

ihe concessiom to be mined unless the
compeniation fees ane increaed, nklag mio
commideration tbe velue and lifespan of trees
on the aifected farms.

Feaching to the conpems of the group, Mr
Appiah Kusi Obodum, Environmental, and
Social Responsibility Coordinator of the
project, said farmers who received
pompenvetion for their hnds counbd maddatio
enjoy the company’s liveliheod restoration
PeOIAEE,

e saad under ihe programme, H.Ti]l[. weed
providmg fands 10 help displaced farmers f
acguire mew farm lands and also proved:
copsilmney and agriculume exteasion savices
for their new ki, 6 cddition 1o makmy
regources available for management of 1he
farrss up M0 thoee yesrs when o is engeched
that the crops would start bearing fruits,

BMr A, A O Asdah, Director of Miming a1
thae B, sid the Apeney did nod grank mining
permst by Mewmons in an sashier sppiicasion
becasse its Eavirnnmental lmpact 5islements
at the time did not fmeet e requiremenis

He said the EPA would conmsone i ensure
thist Thie coraniry s envirommesria] lres relaling
0 miming were et by prospostive ¢ copamies

|

and gave the osswrance that it would take indo
petcunt all lsues rused ot che public heanmg
b fore gruniing & permis 10 Newrsank

Mr Andah gaid vhat EPA panld withdraw o
permit ot anyiime if it fnds oul that & minmg
compeny is not performing according to
gppenved Enviroemeniel Impact Smtement.

Crpamin Kwadjo Kyei, head of e Adjenun
fumily, who was the spokesman for the chiefs
amd people of Adjenua, denied that the
eommrEnily had protestad gpasnat mining ln the
aren.

Hi= urped mesagememn of MGRL to help mize
the stendard of edweatéon in the Binim North
ires as pact of thels social respossibdlivy for
the people, adding thst il possibhle. the
comgiany shoeld & esinblich o wmiversiy that
wonld produce humin eegrita] oe developmesd.

Ceabarima Owmson Gyamedy, spoieaman
for the Akvem Hetoke Traditional ares,
appenlad to e chiefs in the ares 10 unite 0
ennble (hem bo destve the beit ant of NGRL's
inves o,

He wamed that amwv oot of dissnity would
create & ferile ground for ke compeny and
cithgrs cperaring én the ares 1o exploit their

differences at the cost of the déririct’™s - -

development.
The Mmister e Londs, Forestry ans

Mines, Mz Esther Obeng Dappah sl th
governmant was commifiod 1o apannas: 4
tramsparency ia the processes leading to mn
developaoent mnd would not cut cossers bu
wonld ensure that the pight progedures wer
fallowed,

Ske asiured all stakeholders tha
Tegulatory egencies in the coundry incleding
the Districk Assembly bave the capaeily b
enswre that the right procedurea wer
falbowed by mining compasies.

Ms Durpal sdvised the Mew Abirie
commenity 1o cooparate with NOLL asdth
regulniory agencies fo enable the netine
obtain the stmost benelll frem s natums
TCEBUTCES.

Ini & stztwmemt presenied 8 the fonam sie
read by one Mr Kwesi Johnson. & group o
noa-govenmesizl organisations, bed by th
Wissa Apmcintion of Communiiies AlTecge
by Mining, called o the EPA not 1o gran
NGHL's permit bezanse it wonld engage &
sarfose mining which would destroy th
Adjenia Beapo Foseir Reterve.

Semroes (INA -
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Chiefs, voutli express support for Newmont's Akyem praoject

Yayaaso (E/R), July 5, GNA -T]
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However, despite the overwlheliming =

N1t

Frimpong, exrres:«d displeasre
wene very low,

He cited the fves a5 Gia 4,000 |7
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iels and the youth of Birim North on Friday appealed to the Environmental
swinont Golden Ridge Limited (NGRL), a subsidiary of Newmont Mining
‘s Akvem concession, saying the project would create jobs in the area. This was
s chie s and youth groups at a public hearing organised by the EPA at
nccordance with the Ghana Environmental Impact Assessment Procedures.

'pport for the project, & small group of the youth, led by one Mr Kwabena
compensation fiees being paid by the company for cropped lands, saying they

e o) cocon fanm, Gl e 1,500 for an acre of oil palm and GHel,600 for an acre
shier s sembers of the group, maintained that they would not give up their lands
aine ! unless the compensation fees are increased, taking into consideration the

ty U adinator of the project, said farmers who received compensation for
campany™s livelihood restoration programme. He said under the programme,
mlaee ! fanmors in aequite new farm lands and also provide consultancy and
neyv, s in additen to making resources available for management of the
ted Gt the crops would stant bearing fruits.

suttoo EPAL said the Agency did not grant mining permit to Newmon in an

et impect Statements at the tme did not meet the requirements.
fure-4 il 'hL country's environmental laws reloling to mining were met by
s o e it would lake into account all issucs raised at the public hearing

Mr e ‘:'-|1 warned that EPA could withdraw o permit at anytime if it finds out
widing: to approved Environmental Impact Statement.

L
i

A snue who was the spokesman for the chiels and people of Adjenua,

ssted aginst mining in the area.

0l » e cndard of education in the Binm North area as part of their social
at il sssible, the company should to establish o university that would produce
dun v Oyvaemetu, spokesman for the Akyem Kotoku Traditional arca,
caole them o Jerive the best out of NGR1.'s investment .

W v Tetile s undd for the company and others operating in the arca to
isir] v vlopment. The Minister for Lands. Forestry and Mines, Ms Esther
5o s W upetiess and transparency i the processes leading to mine
Ty I Z ut would ensure that the right procedures were followed. She assured
sin 2 country including the Disirict Assembly have the capacity to ensure
oy ang canenics, Ms Dappah advised the New Abirim community to
oY b e o enable 1hie nation obtain the utmost benelit from 1ts natural

: « gl ol non-governmental organisations, led by the Wassa
2o clled on ihe EPA not 1o prant NGR1s permit because it would
desto s the Ajenjun Bepo Forest Reserve. One Mr Kwesi Johnson, read the
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Community supports Newmont for jobs

The Ghana News Agency has reported that the chiefs and youth of Birim North in the Eastern Reglon on Friday
appealed to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to permit Newmant Golden Ridge Limited [NGRL), a
subsidiary of Mewmont Mining Corparation, to commence mining in its Akyem concession, sayving the project
would ¢create jobs in the area,

This was contained in statements made by various chiefs and youth groups ot a public hearing organised by
the EPA at Yayaaso to seek views on the project, in accordance with the Ghana Environmental Impact
Assessment Procedures.

However, despite the overwhelming support for the project, another group of the youth, led by one Mr
Kwabena Frimpong, exprecsad displaasure with compensation fees being pald by the company for cropper
lands, saying they were very low.

He cited the feas as GH¢4, L00 for an acre of cocoa farm, GHE1,500 for an acre of oil palm and GH%1,600 for
an acre of citrus.

Mr Frimpong, supported by other members of the group, maintained that they would not give up their lands
whieh fall within the zoneessian b6 be mined unless the compensation fees are Increased, taking Into
consideration the value and lifespan of trees on the affected farms.

Reacting to the concerns of the group, Mr Applah Kusi Obodum, Environmental and Social Responsibility
Coordinator of the project, said farmers who received compensation for their |ands could in addition enjoy the
company’s llvelihood restoration programme.

He said under the programme, NGRL was providing funds to help displaced farmers to acguire new farm lands
and also provide consultancy and agriculture extension services for their new Tarms, in 20diBon 1 maki ng
resaurces available for management of the farms up to throe years when It Is expected that the crops would
start bearing fruits.

Mr A. A. C. Andoh, Director of Mining at the EPA, said the Agency did rnot grant mining permit to Newmeont In
an earlier application because Its Enviranmental Impact Statements at the time did not meet the requirements.

He said the EPA would continue to ensure that the country’s environmental laws relating ta mining wera met by
prospective companies and gave the assurance that it would take into account all Issues raised at the public
hearing before granting a permit to Newment.

Mr Andeh said that EPA could withdraw a permit at anytime if it finds out that a mining company Is not
performing according to approved Environmental Impact Statement.

Dpsnin Kwadjo Kyel, head of the Adjenua family, whe was the spokesman for the chiefs and people of Adjenua,
denled that the community had protested against mining in the area,

He urged management of NGRL to help raise the standard of education in the Birim Morth area as part of their
social responsibility for the people, adding that if possible, the company should to establish a university that
would produce human capital for development.

Osabarima Owusu Gyamedu, spokesman for the Akyem Kotoku Traditional area, appealad to the chiefs in the
area to unite to enable them to derive the best out of NGRL's investment.
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He warmed that any act of disunity would create a fertile ground for the company and others operating in the
area to exploit their differences at the cost of the district’s dewelopment.

The Minister for Lands, Forestry and Mines, Ms Esther QObeng Dappah said the government was committad to
openness and transparency in the processes leading to mine development and would not cut corners but would
ersure that the right procedures were follgwed,

She assured all stakehelders that regulatory agencies in the country including the District Assembly have the
capacity to ensure that the right procedures were fallowed by mining companies.

Ms Dappah advised thie New Abirim community to cooperate with NGRL and the regulatory agencies to enable
the nation gbtain the wtmost benefit from its natural resources.

Im a statement presersted at the forum and read by one Mr Kwesi Johnson, a group of non-governmental
organisations, led by the Wassa Asseciation of Communities Affected by Mining, called on the EPA not to grant
NGRL"s permit because it would engage in surface mining which wauld destroy the Adjenua Bepo Forest
Raserve.

Source: GNA
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Chiefs, youth express support for Newmont's
Akyem project

The Chiefs and the youth of Birim North on Friday appealed to the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) to permit Newmont Golden Ridge Limited (NGRL), a subsidiary of Newrnont
Mining Corporation, to commence mining in its Akyem concession, saying the project would
create jobs in the area.

This was contained in statements made by various chiefs and youth groups at a public hearing
organised by the EPA at Yayaaso to seek views on the project, in accordance with the Ghana
Environmental Impact Assessment Procedures,

However, despite the overwhelming support for the project, a small group of the youth, led by
one Mr Kwabena Frimpong, expressed displeasure with compensation fees being paid by the
company for cropped lands, saying they were very low.

He cited the fees as GHc4,100 for an acre of cocoa farm, GHcl,500 for an acre of oll palm and
GHel,600 for an acre of citrus.

Mr Frimpong, supported by other members of the group, maintained that they would not give
up their lands which fall within the concession to be mined unless the compensation fees are
Increased, taking into consideration the value and lifespan of trees on the affected farms.
Reacting to the concerns of the group, Mr Appiah Kusi Obodum, Environmental and Social
Responsibility Coordinator of the project, said farmers who received compensation for their
lands could in addition enjoy the company’s livelihood restoration programme.

He said under the programme, NGRL was providing funds to help displaced farmers to acguire
naw farm lands and also provide consultancy and agriculture extension services for thelr naw
farms, in addition to making resources available for management of the farms up to three
years when it Is expected that the crops would start bearing fruits.

Mr A. A. C. Andoh, Director of Mining at the EPA, said the Agency did not grant mining permit
to Newmont in an earlier application because its Environmental Impact Statements at the time
did not meet the reguirements.

He said the EPA would continue to ensure that the country’s environmental laws relating to
mining were met by prospectlve companies and gave the assurance that it would take into
account all issues raised at the public hearing before granting a permit to Newmont.,

Mr Andoh warned that EPA could withdraw a permit at anytime if it finds out that a mining
company Is not performing according to approved Environmental Impact Statement.

Opanin Kwadjo Kyei, Abusua pinyin of Adjenua who was the spokesman for the chiefs and
people of Adjenua, denied that the community had protested against mining in the area.

He urged management of NGRL to help raise the standard of education in the Birim North area
as part of their social responsibility for the people, adding that if possible, the company should
to establish a university that would produce hurman capital for development.

Osabarima Owusu Gyamedu, spokesman for the Akyem Kotoku Traditional area, appealed to
the chiefs in the area to unite to enable them to derive the best out of NGRL's investment.

He warned that any act of disunity would create a fertile ground for the company and others
operating in the area to exploit their differences at cost of the district’s development.

The Minister for Lands, Forestry and Mines, Ms Esther Obeng Dappah said the government was
committed to openness and transparency in the processes leading to mine development and
would not cut legal comers but would ensure that the right procedures were followed.

She assured all stakeholders that regulatory agencies in the country including the District
Assembly have the capacity to ensure that the right procedures were followed by mining



Modern Ghana | Chiefs, youth express support for Newmont’s Akyem project Page 2 of 2

companies,

Ms Dappah advised the New Abirim community to cooperate with NGRL and the regulatory
agencies to enable the nation obtain the utmost benefit from its natural resources.

In a statement presented at the forum, a group of non-governmental organisations, led by the
Wassa Association of Communities Affected by Mining, called on the EPA not to grant NGEL's
permit because it would engage in surface mining which would destroy the Ajenjua Bepo Forest
Reserve.

One Mr Kwesi Johnson, read the statement on behalf of the group.

Source: GNA
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The Chiefs and the youth of Birim North on Friday appealed fo tha

ARTICLES FROM Enmviranmentzl Profection Agency (EPA) to permit Newmont Golden Ridge
LOCAL NEWS Limited {NGRL), a subsidiary of Newmont Mining Caorporation, to commence
—— | mining in s Akyem concession, saying the project would create jobs in the

Edinaman urged nof to | area.
allow politics o divide hem !
This was contained in statements made by varous chisfs and youth groups

Gonlaland cifizens
;;Jiijn?uﬁlt 'i; ;‘;“H at a publc hearing organised by the EPA al Yayaaso io seek views on the
; ; preject, In aceerdance with the Ghana Environmental Impact Assessment

* Chiafs, youth express Procadures.

suppor for Newmont's

Akyem project Howewer, despite the overwhalming support for the project, a small group of
* Aganie Preshytery the youth, led by ane Mr Kwabena Frimpong, expressed displeasure with

organizes mammath raily compensation fees being paid by the company for cropped lands, saying

for Children's Ministry they were very low.

* Town planning depariment | K cited the fees as GHed, 100 for an acre of cocoa fam, GHet 500 for an

crilicizad for disorderliness acre of oil palm and GHc1,600 for an of clins.
In developmenl

Mir Frimpang, supported by other members of fhe group, maintained that

they would not give up their [ands which fall within the concession fo be
mined wnless the compensation fees are increased, taking Into consideration the valse and lifespan of trees on the
affected farms.

Reacting o the concems of the group, Mr Appiah Kusi Obodum, Environmental and Soclal Responsibility
Coordinator of the project, said farmers who received compensation for their lends could in addition enjoy the
company’s hvelihood restoration programme.

He said under the programme, NGEL was providing funds io help displaced farmers fo scquire new farm lands and
also prowide consultancy and agriculiure extension services for thelr new farmns, in addition 1o making resources
available for management of the farms up to three years when it is expected that the crops would start bearing
fruits.

MrA, A G, Andah, Director of BMining at the EPA, said the Agency did not gran! mining permil to Newmaont in an
earlier application because its Environmental Impact Statements at he lmea did not meet the reguinsments,

Ha said the EFA would continu e to ensure that the country's environmental laws relating to mining ware mat by
prospedclive companies and gawe the assurance that it would take Info account all issues ralsed ak the public

hearing before granting a permil o Mewmant.

Mr Andoh warnad that EFA could withdraw a permit at anyfime if it inds out that a mining company is not
performing according to approwed Environmental Impact Statement.

Opanin Kwadjo Kyel, Abusua pdnyin of Adjenua wio was the spokesman far the chiefs and peopls of Adjenua,
denied that the community had profested against minimg In the anea.
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He urged management of NGRL to help raisa the standard of education in the Bifm Morth area a&s part of thelr
social responsibility for the people, adding that if possible, the company should to esiablish a umiversity that would
prodiucs human capital for development,

Deabarima Owusy Gyamedu, spokesman for the Akyam Katoku Tradiional area, appaaled to the chiefs in the arsa
b unite to enable them to derive the best out of NGREL's invesimeant

He warned that any act of disunity would create 2 fertile ground for the company and others operating in the ares ta
exploil thelr differences al sost of the disiric!'s dewelopmeant.

The Minister for Lands, Forestry and Mines, Ms E sther Obeng Dapgah said the government was committed fo
openness and ransparency in the processes leading bo mine development and would not cut legal comers but
would ensure that the right procadures were followead.

She assured all stakeholders that regulatory agencies in the country including the District Assembly have the
capacity o ensure that the right procedures were followed by mining companies.

Ms Dappah advised the Mew Abirim community to cooperate with NGRL and the regulatory agencies 1o enable the
matlion abtain e utmost banefit from its natural resources.

In @ statement presented at the forum, a group of non-governmental organisations, led by the Wassa Association
of Communitizs Affected by Mining, called on the EPA not to grant NGRL's parmit becausa it wauld angage in
surface mining which would destroy the Ajenjua Bepo Forest Resane.

Onex Mr Kwesi Johnson, read the statement on behalf of the group.

GMA



