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A “Nationwide Project”, not just a matter of the South Plant

Goro Nickel, the target of Rheebu Nuu committee animosity, is not just about “the South Plant”. Avenir Ensemble see it as a thoroughly "nationwide project" that concerns the whole country.

New Caledonia government President Marie-Noëlle Thémereau pointed out in her remarks on Tuesday that all three Provinces hold a stake amounting to 10% in Goro Nickel capital and that “the whole country will enjoy the economic spin-offs from this project of unparalleled scope." When the plant is running, it will generate pay and social security contributions worth around 10 billion XPF, which should result in an 8 to 10% rise in New Caledonia’s GDP.

“Outworn agitprop tactics”

Marie-Noëlle Thémereau also pointed out that the project’s desirability had been acknowledged by all New Caledonian political parties, who had voted unanimously in favour of the preferential tax regime granted to the North and South plants and also unanimously approved the use of outside labour.

These two measures, she stated, were now being disputed by the Rheebu Nuu committee even though Raphaël Mapoui had been a member of the ruling Rassemble-FCCI majority when the measures were passed and had even held a “ministerial" post in the administration. 

Over and beyond her censure of these outrages on the part of Rheebu Nuu, whose actions have naturally stirred up support at Saint Louis, the President stressed on Tuesday that “these disturbances are compromising project progress and the country's economic development and tarnishing New Caledonia's image abroad.”

 They also harm the interests of local communities “by helping to stir up conflict within families, clans and tribes", and Avenir Ensemble consider it is high time for the Rheebu Nuu committee to "put a stop to these outworn agitprop techniques and lead a campaign circumscribed by renewed and constructive dialogue.”   
