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Philippe Gomes: "Rheebu Nuu’s boycott of the opportunities for communication" 

The President of the southern province, Philippe Gomes, yesterday condemned the violence of Rheebu Nuu and refuted the arguments presented by the Committee of Raphael Mapou concerning the absence of dialogue and of the taking into account of the environment. 

If the attacks against Goro Nickel are serious in themselves given the damage caused and the fact that work has stopped on the construction site, they are equally serious in terms of the reactions to which they have given rise within the local community, stated Philippe Gomes yesterday. "They have already provoked counter road blocks and they are driving the divisions within families, clans and tribes even deeper. Nothing good can come out of this for Yate", he stated. 

"Permanent" dialogue 

The president of the southern province also replied yesterday to the three points of disagreement raised by the Rheebu Nuu committee. 

Firstly the absence of dialogue, "The forums for communication have been created", stated Philippe Gomes referring to the Steering Committee for the Goro Nickel Project and the Information, Communication and Surveillance Environmental Impacts Committee. "These committees and sub-committees have met 30 times in the last 18 months. They are open to the press and to all associations for the defence of the environment in the most open way possible. The dialogue and communication are permanent, but Rheebu Nuu has boycotted the last two meetings of the steering committee and of the environmental surveillance committee". 

Results of the second opinion in October 

Next, the discharge into the Havannah Channel, "The concerns of Caledonians are also mine", stated Philippe Gomes, who recalled that the province had decided in October 2004 to require a further second-opinion to be undertaken. The terms of reference, the choice of the organisation to undertake it, the Cerege, "were approved unanimously including by Rheebu Nuu", stated Philippe Gomes. A progress report was presented to the environmental impacts committee last October, a second report is due to be presented in April, a third in June or July, the definitive conclusions of the second-opinion are expected around October 2006. 

"The southern province will defer to the recommendations made by the study. If there is the least danger we will change the conditions attaching to the IACP. We  are neither the hostages of Inco nor of Rheebu Nuu", stated Philippe Gomes yesterday. 

No private incomes 

Finally, the "benefits" that Rheebu Nuu and the Caugern expect in the form of "royalties" for the tribes and clans in the mine area. In this context Philippe Gomes is quite clear, "the southern province and Avenir Ensemble are opposed to the payment of royalties. We do not want to create local populations with private incomes arising from development, but prefer them to be players, actively involved in the development, with people who are trained and who work for the success of the project". 

Insert to article: 

Background 

The staff at Goro 

The majority of the 1,900 staff at Goro Nickel were requested to stay at home until the issuing of new orders. The management believes that effectively their security is not assured at the site. Around 200 people are still on site. These are mainly surveillance staff, medical staff, the Filipinos and some of the staff working for Sodexho. 

No more water at Goro 

Water supply for the Goro Nickel site was sabotaged by the protesters. 

Reserves are however available for the 200 people or so who remain on site. 

80 percent of staff is Caledonian 

Out of the 1,800 staff of Goro Nickel, nearly 1,600 are Caledonian. As for the Filipinos, they will certainly be arriving in quantity, but they will only be involved in the construction phase. 

Counter road blocks at Yate 

At Yate the population is far from being 100 per cent behind Raphael Mapou’s cause. Quite the contrary, yesterday counter roadblocks were established within the community to protest against the actions undertaken by Rheebu Nuu. It must be said that many of the inhabitants work at Goro Nickel and many of them are heavily indebted in order to purchase tools and equipment in order to obtain subcontracts. 

