Response to General Electric Corporation from Political Economy Research Institute

25 May 2006

General Electric responded to its ranking on the “Toxic 100” list prepared by the Political Economy Research Institute (PERI), University of Massachusetts, with a statement on 23 May 2006, available here:

http://www.reports-and-materials.org/GE-response-to-PERI-air-pollution-list-23-May-2006.doc 
The “Toxic 100” list and related materials are available at:

http://www.umass.edu/peri/programs/development/toxic100table.htm 

Below is PERI’s rejoinder to General Electric’s 23 May statement.
“We thank General Electric for its willingness to engage in dialogue with the Political Economy Research Institute, and the Business and Human Rights Resource Center for moderating this dialogue.

We are pleased to learn that General Electric, which ranked fourth on the Toxic 100 list of Top Corporate Air Polluters, has been responsive and effective in its effort to reduce toxic air emissions.   PERI looks forward to ongoing improvement in performance.

The US Environmental Protection Agency's Risk Screening Environmental Indicators (RSEI) database is a peer-reviewed, state-of-the-art method for assessing the chronic human health risk posed by industrial toxic releases.  RSEI takes into account the toxicity of the released chemicals, their spread through the environment based on regional, industrial, and facility-specific data, and the population exposed based on U.S. Census data.  In addition to the discussion of the RSEI model at  http://epa.gov/oppt/rsei/faqs.html and more generally at http://www.epa.gov/oppt/rsei/, we encourage users to read our own discussion of the accuracy and potential for improvements of the RSEI data, “How Accurate are the RSEI Data?”, available at http://www.umass.edu/peri/programs/development/ctip.htm as well as PERI's Technical Notes for the Toxic 100 project at http://www.umass.edu/peri/programs/development/toxic100notes.htm.

The RSEI data are indeed intended for screening and comparative purposes, and PERI uses this feature of the RSEI data in constructing the Toxic 100.  By using RSEI data, the Toxic 100 allows comparison between the health risks posed by air pollution released by different companies.  RSEI also indicates which facilities and chemicals make the highest contribution to each company's total score.  We view these uses as fully compatible with EPA's intended uses of RSEI data.”
