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30th June 2009 

STATEMENT by MARK TONY EKEPA AND JETHRO C. TULIN TO Ms BAUER and Mr. AVERY  at BUSINESS and HUMAN RIGHTS RESOURCE CENTRE. 

Please accept this joint statement from us for publication on your web site under your section on Barrick and Porgera in Papua New Guinea. We are two indigenous leaders from Porgera who are mentioned many times in Barrick's letters on your web site. It is important that our own voices be heard there too. English is not our first language. We speak Ipili and also Tok Pisin. But we have tried to make our positions clear.
Mark Tony Ekepa is the Chairman of Porgera Landowners Association duly incorporated and represents Seven ( 7 ) major land owning clans where Barricks huge Porgera mine is located and Jethro  C. Tulin is the Public and Chief Executive Officer of the Akali Tange Association, a small local human rights organization conceived by relatives of victims who lost their love one’s in the hands of Barrick Gold employee’s. 

We were compelled to make this statement in respond to Barrick’s desperate attempts to dismiss allegations of human rights abuses at the Barrick Porgera Mine Site.  Recent events unfolding internationally and in Papua New Guinea has prompted Barrick to deny human rights abuse . We have taken the lead role under extreme circumstance to expose the impacts, the killings, rapes, the arbitrary detentions, and now the house burnings etc.  We are obliged to speak under delegated authority of our respective organizations and members. What if we did not expose the abuses and allow Barrick to continue extracting gold while the bulk of the indigenous locals are suppressed and marginalized?

The impacts and human rights abuses are not only recently generated but we have over time monitored the behavior of Barrick and we are absolutely confident to say the truth. The backgrounds and stories that we do disseminate to our partner organizations are thoroughly reviewed before disseminated.

Mark Tony Ekepa

I am the Chairman of Porgera Landowners Association (PLOA), a organization duly registered under the Association Incorporation Act with Investment Promotion Authority. The Porgera Land Owners Association was established in 1992 and represents 23 Agents from the seven ( 7 )major clans who own the Special Mining Lease (SML) land. I am myself an Agent and out of the 23 Agents was elected chairman since 1995 vested with exclusive powers to speak on issues affecting the SML land owning communities. The 23 agents are the signatories to the Porgera Mining Agreement dated back to 1989 between the Papua New Guinea Government, Enga Provincial Government and SML land owners. This means there is no other legitimate organization in Porgera to speak for the SML land owning indigenous communities which are directly affected by the mine impact. 

However, since I am speaking out about the problems in the SML area Barrick is now engaging directly with some landowners, not through the Agents, while the area is already full of military and the people are threatened using undue influence to disseminate and get signatures for some agreements in order to buy time (divide and rule). 

From the outset, the PLOA has over the years raised and expressed on number of issues that were affecting the communities. The Papua New Guinea Government, the Enga Provincial Government and Barrick were continuously approached to address the following issues and are fully aware of these issues. 

1. There must be review of the Mining Development Contract

2. Immediate Resettlement of the indigenous inhabitants living inside the SML

3. Honor the provisions of the Fly in/Fly out contract

4. Fair and equitable compensation to the victims who lost their life’s in the hands of Barrick employees.

5. Address the environmental and socio economic impacts with a long term solution.

These issues raised are not new issues generated overnight; these issues are from the earlier stages of the Porgera mine development carried on over the years just because of negligent by Barrick and the PNG government. Numerous attempts been made to establish dialogue at the national level and enter into meaningful solution but to no avail. 

Having experienced the stubbornness of Barrick and the government, I lead a team of delegates to attend Barricks Annual Shareholders Meeting last year 6th May, 2008 in Toronto Canada. The same issues above were presented at the shareholders meeting and on the 7th May, 2008 at 11.00am we met with senior executives of Barrick at Barrick head office. In that meeting, we were assured that dialogue will be established to address the issues presented with view to arrive at resolution. Jethro Tulin raised the same issues at this year Barricks shareholders meeting on the 29th April, 2009 at the Toronto Convention Centre and he spoke with the support of PLOA.

Nothing of the promised dialogue eventuated in the last 12 months and now the Barrick seems to be taking different approach by way of using undue influence on the landowners as the military is there in Porgera to buy time. I am very concern about the unethical behavior which is not expected from a multi international corporation.

Above all, at this crucial moment if Barrick is serious about addressing the issues than Barrick must demonstrate by way of;

1. Establish dialogue as matter of urgency with the stakeholders.

2. Stop moving in and about engaging illiterate locals to sign dubious documents.

3. Immediate halt to construction of high security fencing at cost of $30million.

Barricks Asia Pacific Cooperate Affairs Manager, Mr. ILA Temu wrote through one of PNG newspapers, the National, in a editors Colum on the 17th June, 2009 and reacting to front page coverage on Porgera issues. He said the news publication was bad for Barrick, but he said that Barrick is prepared to enter in to dialogue with the stakeholders to address the problems. These allegations labeled against Barrick are real issues brought to light in the international arena and Barrick knew all along that the company’s conduct of business in Porgera was way outside of international best practice norms and value’s. 

Jethro C. Tulin

I am the Public & Chief Executive Officer of Akali Tange Association, a organization duly incorporated under the Association Incorporation Act.  The association is Porgera based local Human Rights NGO conceived to seek compensation and justice in relation to human rights crimes against indigenous locals from the Porgera valley and Papua New Guinea. In recent weeks, Barrick has in various ways discredited and slandered me by person, which off course it’s a sign of a desperate company with the last straw.

On the 10th June, 2009 the Sydney Morning Herald run a article about Porgera mine under the title, “Walking through the Valley of Death”.  Patrick Garver Barricks legal counsel and vice president  attacked my struggle representing Akali  Tange Association by slander that, “Garver says the Akali Tange Association is not the human rights organization it claims to be and that Tulin has a business interest in extracting the compensation for the group’s members, many of whom are “recent in migrants””. 

What Mr. Garver fails to establish here was to appreciate the strong socially communal structure of the Ipili/Enga society. The fabric of Enga traditional society is strongly rooted and based on communal ownership and property rights. In this context, nobody is “recent in migrant” or illegal in Porgera. Akali Tange Association was conceived on the true spirit to seek justice and redress for victims who are killed by PJV employees. And yet, Barrick has all these times failed miserable to understand the fabric of the host communities and respect the rules. Barrick by way of using un-due influence has bought time by controlling the government and their law enforcement agencies, and a few community leaders for the purpose to extract more gold.  

The Northern Miner in Canada published in May 2009 a similar text and quote from Vince Borg Vice President Communications Barrick that Jethro Tulin has got business interest on the issue. However, I fail to understand what business interest I have. I am delegated to speak on issues that are affecting and oppressing the marginalized communities in Porgera valley as result of Barricks Porgera gold operation.   

On the 27th May, 2009 I delivered a Statement at the Eight Session of United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. I raised specific issues targeted at Barrick and the Papua New Guinea government. Barrick says the points I raised at that forum were not regular or I was largely being used by Mining Watch Canada or any others. I did my best to stand out and speak my mind at the highest forum on the land given the opportunity. Barrick and government of Papua New Guinea in the past had systematically devised tactics to control local communities in Porgera but given the current situation, we are trying our best to get the information out to the wide international arena hoping that something drastic can be done to address the issues before Barrick.

Barrick refers to some news articles to say that the wide Porgera community appreciates the operations of the company. But those are not independent information and the speaker’s persons who feed on the company. The call out or the state of emergency currently in place was requested by Barrick through the Member for Lagaip/Porgera. A news article in earlier March, 2009 published by the National Newspaper wrote that the Honorable Members acted only on request from Barrick . And openly the mine general manager in Porgera spoke that Barrick will support in whatever way it can to conduct the operation.

On behalf of Akali Tange Association I speak with full delegated authority and the struggle to seek justice and redress is uphill battle that we accepted to bear until justice prevails However, I fail to understand why Barrick continue to deny that there is human rights abuses in Porgera and slander me for the truth. Further, the PNG government has recently invited foreign diplomats to Porgera to witness the government and Barricks position but then, these foreign diplomats from Australia, UK, EU, Canada or USA must not visit Porgera under guided tour because under such arrangements data collected will be not independent information. The visit must be independently conducted with balance representation to gauge views of every sector of the communities in Porgera and site visit to the affected SML villages that require immediate relocation.

Mark Tony Ekepa
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