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On January 10, 2010, the Legal Clinic for Corporate Social Responsibility in the Academic Center of Law & Business (Ramat-Gan, Israel) held a conference on the issue of Practices of CSR in Israel. The conference accompanied the publication of a special watch-dog report which critically analyzed CSR practices of 12 leading companies in Israel, from a various range of activities (Bagir, Cellcom, Egged, Intel Israel, Leumi Bank, Leumi Card, Partner, Paz, Reshet, Strauss Group and Israel Airport Authority). The report "Yes, it's our business!" offered, for the first time in Israel, a civil society perspective on notions of CSR. The report that was edited by Adv. Sharon Abraham-Weiss and by Mr. Ronny Vinner found problematic practices among most of the companies, particularly in the fields of workers rights, women's representation and disabled rights. It also found that many Israeli companies still treat CSR as a PR issue rather than an inseparable part of its core activities. 
The conference was attended by more than 200 persons, and received important media coverage. It hosted, among many others, Mr. Itshak Herzog, Israel's Minister of Social Affairs and Social Services; Ms. Shelly Yechimovich, a salient member of the Knesset, Israel' Parliament; Ms. Ofra Strauss, CEO of Strauss Group (which was honoured by the report as the most advanced Israeli company in the field of CSR); Ms. Hanna Zohar, chair of the Workers' Hotline (Kav La'oved) NGO; Mr. Liad Ortar, joint CEO of Beyond Business, a leading Israeli social and environmental consultancy; and Dr. Ronit Donyets-Kedar, a scholar from the Academic Center of Law & Business. Undoubtedly, the report and the conference have started up the interest of the Israeli civil society in issues of CSR and their politicization.
The Legal Clinic for Corporate Social Responsibility in the Academic Center of Law & Business is the only clinic of its kind in Israel, and, probably, one of the few in the world. The clinic, which is now headed by adv. Ofer Sitbon, has vowed to "follow impartially corporate actions, formulate critic when relevant and offer suggestions for improvement". In 2010 it will conduct research and action on different issues such as tax evasion, ethical investment and the role of corporations in the Israeli educational system.
The report (in Hebrew) is downloadable here.
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