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( E R Y Reinforcing confidence in the diamond and gold supply chain




Announcement for Council for Responsible Jewellery Practices
Embargoed: for release 07:00 BST July 5th 2005
JEWELLERY INDUSTRY ACTS TO PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE PRACTICES – FROM MINE TO RETAIL
Companies from a cross section of the diamond and gold jewellery business have come together to form the Council for Responsible Jewellery Practices (CRJP). This not-for-profit organisation has 14 founding members from different parts of the supply chain, from mine to retail.  Council members are committed to promoting responsible business practices in a transparent and accountable manner throughout the industry.

Council members believe that a coordinated worldwide approach to addressing ethical, social and environmental challenges will drive continuous improvement throughout the jewellery industry to the benefit of industry stakeholders everywhere.  This, in turn, will maintain and promote consumer confidence in the industry.  The Council will enable the industry to work together to improve standards and practices, and reduce duplication of efforts as a result.  

The initiative is unique because it aims to cover ethical, social and environmental issues across every step of the diamond and gold jewellery supply chain, no matter how large or small the business, in all geographies.   

Specifically the Council will endeavour to reinforce confidence in the diamond and gold supply chain by:
· Developing a “Responsible Practices Framework”, in consultation with key stakeholder groups, that will define the ethical, social and environmental standards to which all members commit to conduct their businesses.
· Making it a condition of membership that members apply the “Responsible Practices Framework” through an implementation process that will include self assessments, and that is evidenced through a system of independent third party monitoring.

· Working with industry participants to advise on business responsibility issues as they arise and offering guidance on the use of the “Responsible Practices Framework” to implement responsible business practices. 

· Promoting awareness and understanding of key ethical, social and environmental business responsibility issues by working with all stakeholders including (but not limited to) industry participants, trade organisations, governments and civil society representatives. 
· Acting as an advocate for business responsibility within the industry and developing initiatives to address ethical, social and environmental challenges through publicly and privately financed projects.

· Working with stakeholders and industry participants to continuously improve conformance with the standards and processes set out above and ensuring that they are relevant and achievable, while addressing key ethical, social and environmental challenges with due regard to the business objectives of the industry.  

· Encouraging Members to promote the adoption of the “Responsible Practices Framework” amongst their business partners.
· Seeking to be inclusive and extending the membership opportunity throughout the industry. 

As of today, the Council is starting a consultation process and will consult widely with stakeholders interested in ethical, social and environmental issues within the diamond and gold jewellery supply chain. Through a series of rolling consultation exercises, the Council will seek feedback on its activities, the draft Principles and the development of an implementation process. The Council will seek opportunities for creative partnership with society and government.

Those wishing to join the consultation process should email consultation@responsiblejewellery.com.  

Media contacts

Journalists wishing further information can contact the Council directly info@responsiblejewellery.com.  Alternatively journalists are welcome to contact any of the founding members listed below. 

	Council member
	Press contact
	Press contact e-mail 
	Telephone number

	ABN AMRO
	Loet Kniphorst
	g.loet.kniphorst@be.abnamro.com
	+32 3 2220300

	BHP Billiton
	Tania Price
	tania.price@bhpbilliton.com
	+613 9609 3815

	Cartier
	Alan Grieve
	Alan.grieve@richemont.com
	+41 22 715 37 36

	CIBJO – The World Jewellery Confederation
	Gaetano Cavalieri
	cibjo@cibjo.org
	+39 02 499 77 098

	Diamond Trading Company
	Simon Gilbert
	simon.gilbert@dtc.com
	+ 44 20 7430 3508

	Diarough N.V.
	Saurin Parikh
	sonu@diarough.com
	+32 32 34 24 24

	Jewelers of America
	Clifford Jackson
	Clifford@jewelofam.org
	+1 646-658-0246, ext. 8022

	Newmont Mining Corporation
	Wendy Yang
	wendy.yang@newmont.com
	+ 1 303 837-6141

	Rio Tinto plc
	Lisa Cullimore
	lisa.cullimore@riotinto.com
	+ 44 207 753 2305

	Rosy Blue N.V
	Keshav Premchand Tahilramani
	keshav.pt@rosyblue.com
	+971 4 299 5914

	Signet Group plc
	Tim Jackson
	Tim.Jackson@signet.co.uk
	+ 44 20 7399 9526

	The National Association of Goldsmiths
	Vicky Morrison
	vmorrison@platinumpr.co.uk
	+ 44 7818 421311

	Tiffany & Co.
	Linda Buckley
	Linda.Buckley@Tiffany.com
	+ 1 212 277 5900

	Zale Corporation
	David Sternblitz
	ir@zalecorp.com
	+ 1 972 580 5047
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