



[Mary Robinson made this comment on Yahoo!’s response to various articles expressing concern over the fact that the company provided details to the Chinese Government that helped lead to the imprisonment of journalist Shi Tao.  

Yahoo!’s response provided to the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre was: “Just like any other global company, Yahoo! must ensure that its local country sites must operate within the laws, regulations and customs of the country in which they are based.”  

That response and articles expressing concern about the company’s conduct in this case may be found here: http://www.business-humanrights.org/Links/Repository/411456]
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“I was shocked and dismayed by Yahoo's response to the criticism that they had provided China's state security authorities with details that helped identify and convict the journalist Shi Tao.

It appears that Yahoo is unaware of growing public expectations that businesses must assume their appropriate responsibilities for the promotion and protection of international human rights standards wherever they operate.

In the time ahead, Yahoo needs to give careful consideration to its role in fostering greater respect for human rights around the world, not only because it is the right thing to do, but because of the legal and reputational risks it faces if it doesn't take appropriate action.  Before the company's public image is further damaged, Yahoo executives should learn from and act on the growing body of good corporate practice which recognizes that business can be a positive force for human rights in the world today.”
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