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Company owned by Securitas accused of torture
Ove Gustavsson, GT-Expressen, 10 Feb 2009
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The Peruvian company Forza, owned by Swedish Securitas, is accused of having tied and beaten demonstrators – one to death.  The abuses are said to have occurred at a demonstration against a mining operation in Rio Blanco, in Peru, 2005.  According to Reuters, photographs representing the alleged incident have been published by a Peruvian human rights association.
- If this is true we have to take action, says Gisela Lindstrand, [Senior Vice President for Corporate Communications] at Securitas AB to Expressen.se.

The photographs, distributed by an anonymous source, show men covered in blood with their hands tied behind their backs and plastic bags over their heads.  One of the men is later seen dead in another photograph.  In the photographs one can also see men wearing vests with the text Forza.

The photos clearly show that personnel of Forza played an active role in the repression and torture, said Javier Jahncke at the human rights organisation Fedepaz to Reuters.
The tortured men are said to be demonstrators against the mining operation which was about to start in Rio Blanco in 2005.
Local police accused
The company Forza was responsible for the mining venture’s security.
Also local police are accused of having helped put down the demonstration. 
After receiving the allegations, Peru’s congress is initiating an investigation of the incident. 

· We have contacted our subsidiary and we are investigating this in peace and quiet, says Gisela Lindstrand [Senior Vice President for Corporate Communications] at the international section of Securitas AB.
According to her, Securitas bought Forza in 2007, two years after the alleged events. 
· If this is true and these persons remain at the company we have to take action.
Distancing itself

Gisela Lindstrand explains that Securitas asked Forza if they comply with laws and regulations when it bought the company.
Securitas distances itself from the behavior shown in the photographs.

· It is not conceivable that we would act this way.  We are a serious security company, says Gisela Lindstrand.

Reuters have been in touch with Forza, but they decline to comment.

