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Company owned by Securitas investigated for torture
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A company which is today owned by the Swedish security group Securitas will be investigated in Peru concerning suspected torture and abuse of the local population in relation to surveillance of mines in the country.
· We are trying to find out what has happened. It will take a while to investigate, says Gisela Lindstrand, Securitas Group [Senior Vice President for Corporate Communications], to TT [Tidningarnas Telegrambyrå].
Peru’s congress has said that suspected crimes by police and private security firms in 2005 will be investigated.  Prosecutors are allegedly already working on it.
Last month, a human rights organization published photographs of men and women protesting against mining in Rio Blanco, in Peru.
The victims bled heavily and some had their hands tied behind their backs and plastic bags over their heads. One photograph shows a man bleeding heavily from his neck, and another photograph shows the same man dead one day later, according to Reuters.
“Want to investigate”
In one photograph, an armed guard from the company Forza, can be seen. Forza was bought by the multinational Securitas in 2007.
The photos clearly show that personnel of Forza played an active role in the repression and torture, said Javier Jahncke at the human rights organization to Reuters.
Lindstrand reports that she contacted Peru on Tuesday.

· I have spoken with our country manager and said that I want an investigation into what happened.
In Rio Blanco, Forza is working for the mining company Moterrico, which was bought by the Chinese Group Zijin in 2007.  The mining company states that the allegations are one in a sequence of “resistance activities” against mining activity.
The police force in Peru is under-funded.  Security at the country’s remote mines is contracted out to private security companies, which in turn hire former policemen and soldiers.  They often face local protests against the social and environmental downsides of mining.
Trained security guards
According to human rights organizations, private companies often go way beyond the limits of the law in their assignments.
Lindstrand points out that the company [Forza] was bought after the suspected abuse, and that all Securitas Group’s security guards are trained in human rights.
· If this has happened, it is something which could never happen today, because now Securitas’ rules apply.

· TT: Can you guarantee that even in remote locations in Peru?

· Yes, actually I can, replies Lindstrand.

