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‘PRIVATIZATION OF SECURITY AND WARFARE 

AND IMPACTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS’

Public seminar co-hosted by the Business and Human Rights Resource Centre and the United Nations Working Group on the Use of Mercenaries
Wednesday 21 March 2007

13:00 to 14:30

  Palais des Nations, Room XXIV, Geneva

Panelists

José Luis Gómez del Prado, Chairperson of the UN Working Group on the use of mercenaries
Marina Caparini, Senior Fellow, Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces

Mauricio Lazala, Senior Researcher, Business and Human Rights Resource Centre, London

Alirio Uribe and Diana Milena Murcia, Colectivo de Abogados José Alvear Restrepo, Colombia (TBC)
This panel discussion will address emerging trends regarding the activities of private companies offering military assistance, consultancy and security services on the international market and their impact on the enjoyment of human rights.  It takes place in light of practices of recruitment of nationals from countries in many regions by subsidiaries of transnational private companies with legal personality in another country, and providing security-related services in countries such as Iraq and Afghanistan. Furthermore, the panel will address the phenomenon of private companies providing security to installations and facilities of extractive industries and the effects on local communities and the enjoyment of land rights and a clean environment.  The panel will also briefly review experiences of national and international legislation and other regulatory efforts to license and provide oversight, as well as voluntary initiatives and business self-regulation, aimed to encourage respect for human rights on the part of private companies on these issues. 
A light lunch of sandwiches and soft drinks will be provided.

For questions contact lazala@business-humanrights.org/efriberg@ohchr.org/ pbellamy@ohchr.org. 
The Business and Human Rights Resource Centre is an independent, non-profit organization. Our website covers the human rights impacts (positive and negative) of 3,500 companies in over 180 countries. Issues include discrimination, labour rights, security & conflict zones, killings, torture, displacement, poverty and development. The Resource Centre has offices in London and California, and representatives in Hong Kong, South Africa and New York. For more information, see www.business-humanrights.org.

The UN Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the rights of peoples to self-determination was established by the Commission on Human Rights in 2005. The Working Group is composed of five independent experts, serving in their personal capacities: Najat Al-Hajjaji (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), Amada Benavides (Colombia), José Luis Gomez del Prado (Spain), Alexander Nikitin (Russia) and Shaista Shameem (Fiji). For more information on the activities of the Working Group, please see www.ohchr.org/English/issues/mercenaries/index.htm.
