Shell response re Corrib protest

2 June 2009
Business & Human Rights Resource Centre invited Shell to respond to the following items:

- “Tutu calls for commitment to non-violence in Shell row”, Lorna Siggins, Irish Times, 12 May 2009

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2009/0512/1224246323404.html 

- “Statement from the Reverend Desmond M Tutu on Shell Corrib gas project”, 11 May 2009
http://www.reports-and-materials.org/Desmond-Tutu-statement-re-Shell-Corrib-protest-11-May-2009.doc
- “Shell to Sea press release in response to the beating up of Willie Corduff at Glengad”, 23 Apr 2009
http://www.corribsos.com/index.php?id=2111 

In response, Shell sent the following statement: 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the allegations about an incident at the Corrib gas project construction compound in Glengad, Co Mayo on Thursday 23rd April, during which, it has been claimed a local man, Mr Willie Corduff, was assaulted by a group of men in balaclavas. 

To date, Shell E&P Ireland Limited has chosen not to comment publicly on the matter, as, having carried out our own thorough investigation immediately, we believed the allegations of assault had no basis in fact. We wish to state categorically that there was no physical attack of any kind on Mr Corduff by anyone while he was present on our construction site. A security log of the events of 22nd/23rd April is enclosed below.  

The security staff employed by the Corrib Gas Partners have been fully briefed on the ethical and behavioural standards they are expected to meet when engaging with community members in the course of their work. If there were breaches of these standards we would immediately address the matter with the security firm and take any further action we deemed necessary.

Our investigation into these allegations, has left us with no doubts about the behaviour of the security staff throughout the alleged incident with Mr Corduff and in the hours leading up to it. The security staff who were involved with Mr Corduff (who lodged himself under a truck on our site for 16 hours) were professional and restrained in the face of consistent verbal abuse and sporadic physical assaults from protesters.
Almost six weeks after making these allegations, we understand that Mr Corduff has not to date made any formal complaint to the Gardaí (Irish police) about the matter. Nor has any complaint been received by the Corrib Gas Partners about the alleged incident. Meanwhile the security personnel involved in managing the trespass incident involving Mr Corduff, have been interviewed by and provided detailed statements to the Gardaí.

The Corrib Gas Partners remain open and committed to dialogue with any local individuals or groups that wish to engage with us in a meaningful and reasonable way. We recognise the right to peaceful protest but also have the right to go about our lawful work without interference or intimidation. 

We are committed to continuing the legitimate work we are doing, for which we have all necessary permits, achieved through democratic planning processes. We know, having consulted very widely, that the majority of the local community support us in our endeavours.

Terry Nolan

Managing Director, Shell E&P Ireland Limited 

For more information about the Corrib gas project, which is of strategic national importance for Ireland, please log on to: www.corribgas.ie

Log of security incident at Glengad construction compound 22/23rd April 2009:
During the period 22nd-23rd April, the area in and around our construction compound at Glengad was the focus of sporadic and occasionally violent demonstrations by a small group of protesters. 

· On 22 April at approximately 12.00 hours, Mr Corduff trespassed on to the Glengad construction site and positioned himself under a truck some 300 metres from the site entrance. Security personnel managing the incident were courteous and professional at all times while facing verbal abuse and sporadic physical assaults from other protesters. Mr Corduff resisted an attempt by the Gardaí (Irish police) during the afternoon to remove him from underneath the truck. The decision was taken to leave Mr Corduff underneath the truck in order to de-escalate the situation.

· Between 2330 and 2400 hours on 22 April a group of up to 15 intruders, disguised in balaclavas and armed with bolt cutters, iron bars, wooden staves and chains broke into the construction compound. The security guards on site were outnumbered and decided to withdraw in the interest of safety. The intruders commandeered a mechanical digger and demolished the compound fencing and entrance gates in a violent manner. The attack lasted for around ten minutes after which time the intruders dispersed. During this episode Mr Corduff remained under the truck 300 metres away, and was not approached by any of the masked individuals. This attack on the construction compound is currently under police investigation.

· At approximately 0400 hours on 23 April, Mr Corduff came out from under the truck where he had been for the previous 16 hours. He was approached by security guards, who then positioned themselves on either side of Mr Corduff to prevent him attempting to go underneath the truck again. Mr Corduff was caught off guard and put up no physical resistance of any kind but immediately sat down on the ground. At no time did our security personnel or any other person or group of persons use physical force to restrain or harm Mr Corduff, as has been alleged. Mr Corduff stated that he was feeling unwell and had pains in his chest and head. He was immediately attended to by a trained paramedic on site. Shortly thereafter  two uniformed police officers arrived at the trepass location and remained there for the duration of events.

· At 4.40am an ambulance arrived and Mr Corduff was taken to hospital as a precautionary measure. At no stage while he was on our site were any allegations of assault made. Mr Corduff left the site by agreement and was accompanied in the ambulance by his son.

Mr Corduff himself and the Shell to Sea campaign subsequently alleged that he was attacked in the early hours of Thursday 23rd April by up to a dozen men in balaclavas. 

