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Telephone: 011 475 3161,      Facsimile: 011 475 1110,      Cell phone: 082 443 4029/30,

Email: info@msa-sa.com,       P.O. Box 287,      Allens Nek,      1737.      www.msa-sa.com

Attention: The Business and Human Rights Resource Centre


10 August 2009

Re: 
Thermopower Occupational Hygiene, Ambient Soil, Water and Air Quality Monitoring Programmes

Thermopower, 28 Keramiek Street, Olifantsfontein, since they have been issued with a permit in 2004, employed Margot Saner & Associates (Pty) Ltd (MS&A) to conduct an occupational hygiene programme and soil, water and air quality monitoring programmes. 

MS&A is an approved inspection authority (AIA CERT: CI036OH), approved by the Department of Labour to conduct occupational hygiene programmes and health risk assessments in industry throughout South Africa. MS&A has been an AIA since 1991 and conducts occupational hygiene surveys in all types of industries in South Africa and in neighbouring African countries, such as Angola, Botswana, Mozambique and Tanzania.

The Occupational Hygiene Programme designed for and carried out on behalf of Thermopower considers all aspects of occupational hygiene and therefore employee exposure, viz.:

· Noise 

· Ergonomics

· Illumination

· Airborne Contaminants

· Hazardous Chemical Substances

· Employee Health Risk Assessment


When considering occupational health risk associates with a particular industry, all aspects of the occupational hygiene programme are carried out in accordance with the Occupational Health and Safety Act (Act 85 of 1993) (OHASA).  OHASA and NEMA require that when considering health risk, employee exposure is not the only consideration and therefore MS&A has implemented a programme for Thermopower that considers the potential health risk to surrounding communities and the effects of emissions on the receiving environment. Therefore the following ambient sampling/monitoring is conducted at the Thermopower premises:

· Fenceline ambient air quality sampling

· Soil sampling

· Water sampling


These results together with the stack sampling results, conducted by EcoServ (Pty) Ltd, an independent stack sampling specialist consultancy, and the continuous emission sampling results obtained from in-stack real-time samplers are used to conduct predictive dispersion modeling and community health risk assessment. The results of the surveys and risk assessments are compiled and issued to the relevant local, provincial and governmental environmental authorities.

To date, Thermopower has an extremely good emissions compliance record. However, for the sake of continued compliance and continuous improvement as required by ISO 14001, that Thermopower prescribes to, MS&A will continue to monitor Thermopower’s environmental and occupational hygiene compliance on a regular basis as required by the various permits, licenses and RoD issued to them.

Kind Regards,

Margot 
Margot Saner (Cert.OH – SAIOH) 
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Directors: Margot Saner


