JOINT COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRESS NOTICE (No. 52, Session 2008-09, 9 July 2009)

Notice of Forthcoming Public Evidence Session BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

The Committee has arranged to hear oral evidence from the following witnesses on Tuesday 14 July: 

Date: Tuesday 14 July 2009

Time: 1.45 pm

Witnesses: 


Rt Hon Michael Wills MP, Minister of State, Ministry of Justice, 
Ian Lucas MP, Minister for Business and Regulatory Reform, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, and Rt Hon Lord Malloch-Brown KCMG, Minister for Africa, Asia and the UN, Foreign and Commonwealth Office


Location: Committee Room 5
The Joint Committee on Human Rights has decided to inquire into business and human rights; the way in which businesses can affect human rights both positively and negatively; how business activities engage the relative responsibilities of the UK Government and individual businesses; and whether the existing UK regulatory, legal and voluntary framework provides adequate guidance and clarity to business as well as adequate protection to individual rights. For the full terms of reference see the Committee's web page:

http://www.parliament.uk/documents/upload/Business_and_HR_CallforEvidence.pdf 
The Committee heard evidence from Professor John Ruggie on 3 June, from Amnesty International, CORE, Action Aid, Leigh Day Solicitors, Trades Unions Congress and Institute for Employment Rights on 9 June and from the CBI, Rio Tinto, Associated British Foods plc (Parent company of Primark), Tesco plc and BP on 30 June:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/uc559-i/uc55901.htm 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/uc559-ii/uc55901.htm 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/uc559-iii/uc55902.htm 
A transcript of oral evidence from the Equality and Human Rights Commission, the Scottish Human Rights Commission and Global Witness, taken on 7 July, will be available on the Committee's website soon.

The above meeting is open to members of the public.  It is advisable to allow about 20 minutes to pass through security checks.  There is no system for the prior reservation of seats in Committee Rooms.  Members of the public enter via the Visitors Entrance, next to St Stephens Entrance, the Palace of Westminster.

The members of the Committee Are:

Mr Andrew Dismore MP (Labour, Hendon) (Chairman)

Lord Bowness (Conservative)

John Austin MP (Labour, Erith & Thamesmead)

Lord Dubs (Labour)

Dr Evan Harris MP (Liberal Democrat, Oxford West & Abingdon) 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill (Liberal Democrat) 
Mr Virendra Sharma MP (Labour, Ealing, Southall) 
Lord Morris of Handsworth (Labour)

Mr Richard Shepherd MP (Conservative, Aldridge-Brownhills)

The Earlof Onslow (Conservative)

Mr Edward Timpson MP (Conservative, Crewe and Nantwich)

Baroness Prashar (Cross-Bencher)

Clerks of the Committee: Dr Mark Egan (House of Commons) 020 7219 2797 and Rebecca Neal (House of Lords) 020 7219 6772 

Enquiries: 020 7219 2797/2467        Fax: 020 7219 8393        E-mail: jchr@parliament.uk
Homepage: http://www.parliament.uk/jchr
Media Inquiries:  Ms Jessica Bridges-Palmer: 020 7219 0724

