This document, comprising relevant excerpts from two United Nations press releases, was prepared by Business & Human Rights Resource Centre.
Excerpts from United Nations press releases:

Discussion of interim report by John Ruggie, 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for business and human rights, 

at the United Nations Human Rights Council
(25-26 September 2006, Geneva)
The excerpts below include the UN press release summary of comments and questions by the following governments, in this order: Switzerland, Chile, Finland, Argentina, Belgium, Liechtenstein, Norway, Bangladesh, France, Senegal, United Kingdom, Peru.

Also included are comments by several NGOs: Centre Europe – Tiers Monde, International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, Indian Movement "Tupaj Amaru".  

The excerpts also include the UN press release summary of comments made by John Ruggie to the Human Rights Council.  For the full text of John Ruggie’s 25 September 2006 opening statement to the UN Human Rights Council, introducing his interim report & outlining his work plan, click here.
Note: These UN press releases do not provide the full text of statements, but rather a summary.  As indicated on each press release, they are “for use of the information media; not an official record”.
1. Relevant excerpts from United Nations Press Release: Human Rights Council, 25 Sep 2006 – click here for full press release
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	UNITED NATIONS

Press Release


John Ruggie, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, said the mandate touched on foundational questions in the evolution of modern international law and governance: to what extent, and how, should they be modified in order to manage the impact of non-State actors, in the case at hand, business enterprises? The stakes for people everywhere could not be higher -- previous eras of globalization had unravelled because they failed adequately to embed market forces within frameworks of rules and values that secured the needs of human community and the desire for social justice. The success of this mandate could help make globalization work for all. His bottom line was that the last thing victims needed was more unenforced declarations -- they needed effective action.

Reports Presented to the Council
The Council is taking up an interim report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises (E/CN.4/2006/97) which is intended to frame the overall context encompassing the mandate as the Special Representative of the Secretary-General sees it, to outline the general strategic approach taken, and to summarize the current and planned programme of activities.

Presentation on Reports on Adequate Housing, Education, Transnational Corporations and Counter-Terrorism
JOHN G. RUGGIE, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, said the mandate touched on foundational questions in the evolution of modern international law and governance: to what extent, and how, should they be modified in order to manage the impact of non-State actors, in the case at hand, business enterprises? The stakes for people everywhere could not be higher -- previous eras of globalization had unravelled because they failed adequately to embed market forces within frameworks of rules and values that secured the needs of human community and the desire for social justice. The success of this mandate could help make globalization work for all. It was also a highly-politicised mandate, and the interim report addressed these two issues. 

The mandate had the normative aim of strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights in relation to business activities, and the Special Rapporteur saw it as his job to provide the best and most dispassionate analysis. His bottom line was that the last thing victims needed was more unenforced declarations -- they needed effective action. The Special Rapporteur's major concern had been the legal and conceptual foundation of the Norms, which he judged to be poorly conceived and therefore highly problematic in their potential effects. In the best case scenario, they would do little more than keep lawyers in gainful employment for a generation, but in the worst case, they would turn transnational corporations into more benign twenty-first century versions of East India companies, undermining the capacity of developing countries to generate independent and democratically controlled institutions capable of acting in the public interest. 

To better understand the realities of business practices, Mr. Ruggie had made private site visits to the operations of major global firms in developing countries, including the mining industry, footwear and apparel, and, in the near future, the food and beverages sector. Each was complemented by separate civil society encounters. Research had been undertaken on State obligations to regulate and adjudicate the role of private companies, as defined in the seven core international human rights treaties. A project was also under way on State-owned enterprises. Much remained to be done, Mr. Ruggie said, and if there were easy solutions to the challenges the mandate was meant to meet and manage, they would have been adopted long ago.

Interactive Dialogue on Housing, Education, Transnational Corporations and Counter-Terrorism

JEAN DANIEL VIGNY (Switzerland)…With regard to the report of the Special Rapporteur of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, Switzerland asked about the main results emanating from his consultations in matters of responsibility of companies concerning the issue of chains of supplies.

PATRICIO UTRERAS (Chile)…On the report by the Special Representative on transnational corporations and other business enterprises, the report had provided some interesting conceptual and practical points, and some preliminary information. The Special Representative should continue to apply methodology including broad consultations of those concerned in the issue, including groups affected by the activities of some enterprises.

SATU MATTILA (Finland), speaking on behalf of the European Union…The European Union also thanked the Special Representative on transnational corporations and other business enterprises and asked him which approach he intended to take regarding identification and clarification of standards of corporate responsibility and accountability for transnational corporations and other business enterprises with regards to human rights.

SERGIO CERDA (Argentina) thanked John Ruggie, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, for his report. Argentina was satisfied to know that this was a way to keep the issue alive in the Council. Through regional initiatives, important headway had been possible. Argentina asked the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for his opinion on the impact of the draft norms of the Subcommission and their possible weakening impact on the social capabilities of the State and the attitudes of the Government to address these areas. Argentina was particularly interested in the possible impact of these draft norms for countries of the South.
2. Relevant excerpts from United Nations Press Release: Human Rights Council, 26 Sep 2006 (morning) – click here for full press release
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	UNITED NATIONS

Press Release


In concluding remarks, John Ruggie, Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, said that the previous eras of globalization had unravelled, as they did not secure the values of human communities and social justice. The issue of standards had been among the most controversial issues, for a number of reasons, including political and because it was intellectually an extremely difficult task, as many of the issues being discussed were relatively new subjects for companies.

Continuation of Interactive Debate on Reports on Housing, Education, Transnational Corporations and Counter-terrorism

BART OUVRY (Belgium) said with regards to the report on human rights and transnational corporations, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General John Ruggie should continue his efforts with the aim of bringing together the essential participants to establish an international consensus on this matter of great importance. As the Special Representative had said, the ground work was far from being done, particularly at the level of corporations, where opinions remained divergent, including in the industries that were the most exposed to the issue, such as the mining sector. 

The Special Representative's report indicated that he lacked resources to work substantially on the issue of the impact of evaluation studies with regards to human rights. However, he was closely following initiatives of this nature. Mr. Ruggie should give further details on developments to this issue since his report was submitted, and whether the international community and particularly the United Nations and international financial bodies could play a more active role.

PATRICK RITTER (Liechtenstein) said the Special Representative on transnational corporations was commended, as was his approach of "principled pragmatism". Liechtenstein shared his view that his mandate was intended to be primarily evidence-based, and also to provide conceptual clarification where called for or otherwise required. The flaws of the Norms and the divisive debate over them obscured rather than illuminated promising areas of cooperation among business, civil society, Governments and international institutions with respect to human rights. 

In which way did the Special Representative intend to use the relevant experience acquired in the Global Compact for his compilation of best practices of States and transnational corporations, Liechtenstein asked, also asking whether the Special Representative planned to structure the compendium of best practices in accordance with the different human rights challenges of various industry sectors as well as different levels of Government.

WEGGER STROMMEN (Norway), referring to the report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, said Norway appreciated the out-reach efforts by the author through the holding of several regional multi-stakeholder consultations. An issue highlighted in the report was the need to engage state-owned enterprises in addressing human rights challenges in their spheres of operation. What was the view of the Rapporteur on how those enterprises could be engaged in a constructive manner. Did the Rapporteur see a potential role of the Office of the High Commissioner in supporting companies facing challenges when developing effective human rights policies?

MUSTAFISUR RAHMAN (Bangladesh)…On the report on transnational corporations and human rights, it was not easy, as the debate on draft Norms on the responsibility of transnational corporations had been stalled. Did the Special Representative think that these Norms were achievable.

GALLIANNE PALAYRET (France) thanked John Ruggie, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, for his report. France supported the statement made by Finland on behalf of the European Union, and wished to ask John Ruggie if his reference to encouraging public enterprises to address the challenge of human rights would also be extended to all the main actors in the private sector.

EL HADJI IBOU BOYE (Senegal) thanked the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises for his report. The issue was a concern for Senegal within the context of gloabalization marked by maximizing profits. Did the Representative think that fusions of enterprises or their dislocation constituted an impediment to the enjoyment of human rights?

CAROLINE REES (United Kingdom) said with regards to the report on transnational corporations, great importance was placed on corporate responsibility, as transnational corporations had an impact, both positive and negative, on the enjoyment of human rights. The United Kingdom believed that this issue could not be moved forward without building a critical mass on what action was needed, involving both States and transnational corporations. That critical mass of consensus should also include civil society and business. Could the Special Representative say more about the reactions and views he had received from the business sphere, the speaker asked.

ELIANA BERAUN ESCUDERO (Peru)…Concerning the report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, the speaker said the abuses committed by such entities were of a concern to Peru.

MELIK OZDEN, of Centre Europe – Tiers Monde, said Centre Europe – Tiers Monde was surprised by the content of the report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises. His mandate did not correspond with the content. The Representative had said that eminent jurists supported him and other experts from three countries. Those experts and jurists shared the same visions of globalization and the role of transnational corporations as the Special Representative.

ELENA SANTIEMMA, of International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, asked the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises about the importance and space he attached in his work to the Sub-Commission norms on the responsibilities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises with regard to human rights.

LAZARO PARY, of Indian Movement "Tupaj Amaru", in a joint statement with World Peace Council, said with regards to transnational corporations, these were actually super-States within States, and they needed to be regulated in order to provide a legal framework for the new international world order. This was urgent, as they behaved irrationally, with no laws, and without submission to the laws of the host country, ravaging natural resources. State players had lost the ability to negotiate and could not claim jurisdiction over transnational corporations operating within their borders.

Concluding Statements by the Special Procedures on Housing, Education, Transnational Corporations and Counter-Terrorism

JOHN RUGGIE, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business enterprises, said he would follow up bilaterally any subject that was not covered here. Previous eras of globalization had unravelled, as they did not secure the values of human communities and social justice. The issue of standards had been among the most controversial issues, for a number of reasons, including political and because it was intellectually an extremely difficult task, as many of the issues being discussed were relatively new subjects for companies. International human rights standards had been adopted by States for States, and the issue was which of these, if any, should be transposed to become human rights standards for corporations, and there was no methodology for this. The content of standards should be separated from the status of standards in the process. 

The Special Rapporteur's task, as he saw it, was to do his utmost to do a mapping of which were the substantive standards that were applicable to transnational corporations. The Council however should decide on the applicability, as this was not his job. A number of delegations had referred to various kinds of consultations, and his initial report did not cover all the activities. There were four legal workshops, with representatives of every legal tradition and system, bar none, so nothing would be missed.
