Vedanta Resources response to a report raising concerns over the complicity of UK mining companies in human rights abuses in the developing world

Vedanta Resources sent the statement below to the Business & Human Rights Resource Centre in response to the following report by War on Want:

- "Fanning the Flames: The role of British mining companies in conflict and the violation of human rights", War on Want, November 2007

http://www.waronwant.org/download.php?id=616
7 December 2007

Vedanta Resources absolutely rejects any suggestion of causing damage to people and the environment.  At Vedanta Resources, we believe in sustainable development and are committed to effective management of health, safety, environment and community development as an integral part of our business. The impact of our investment in some of the world's poorest regions has been remarkable and acknowledged.  We follow world-class standards for environment and safety practices at all our plants.  Our operations are also OSHAS certified.  Several of our plants have won awards from the British Safety Council as well as Greentech Foundation for their environment and waste management practices as well as their health and safety practices. 
  
With regard to the report’s allegations with regard to Vedanta Alumina Limited’s alumina project in Lanjigarh, Orissa, there has not been a single case of forcible evacuation of any people amid any physical threats, supported by the fact that no complaint has been filed with the local authorities alleging any such instance.  We are a value driven company and to engage in any form of force or intimidation is completely against our philosophy of conducting business.  All procedures and clearances as required under the Indian Land Acquisition Act, 1894 were followed for the purpose of acquisition of land for the refinery project.  We gave a compensation that was 25%-50% more than the rate per acre admissible, under the relevant provisions of the Government rules, to every family that was displaced for the acquisition of their land, and the same has been disbursed fully. We also actively engage with the local communities at Lanjigarh in terms of CSR efforts such as establishing Self Help Groups, sustainable livelihood projects, health care services, literacy and education initiatives and vocational training programmes.  Our main focus has been and will continue to be improve the quality of life and sustainability in the communities in which we operate. 

As regards MALCO, the red mud generated is a non hazardous waste. The actual concentration of pollutant is well below the prescribed limit by the Ministry of Environment and Forests. MALCO has pioneered red mud applications in cement manufacturing with almost three-quarters of the red mud generated being supplied to cement plants. For storage, MALCO has been following the latest dry stacking method adopted by aluminium manufacturers in the world. Besides standard control measures, plantation of Jatropha on red mud has been taken up to have a green cover.  Specifically, MALCO has won several awards and recognitions including the prestigious The Environmental Research Institute (TERI) Award for "Excellence in Environment Management" in 2007 given by the Honourable President of India, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. 

At our copper smelter at Tuticorin, we have various Environment Impact Assessments conducted by India's National Environment Engineering Research Institute, and all the suggestions were implemented. As a matter of continual improvement, huge investments have been made in installing adequate pollution control facilities such as tail gas scrubbers for the sulphuric acid plants, wet scrubbers, online stack analysers and online continuous ambient air quality monitoring stations for effective monitoring of environment.  We have expanded our facilities twice and all approvals and consents from statutory bodies both at the State and National level, are in place. 

Vedanta Resources also refutes any claims of negligence at KCM made by War on Want in its report.  We have acknowledged the issues relating the Kafue river leak, which the report looks into and has dealt with these appropriately. There have been a number of problems related to the under-invested nature of KCM's assets before Vedanta’s investment in 2004, which the company has been seeking to address and this was one such instance. Since the leak, KCM has done everything in its power to help the local communities. We have currently spent over $15 million in cleaning up the incident and installing new equipment.  A number of government officials have commended the clean up that KCM has undertaken on the record, but they are not quoted in the report. Furthermore, Vedanta is committed to ensuring that its operations provide benefit in all the communities in which they operate. In Zambia, our CSR initiatives have included extensive provisions for the treatment of HIV/Aids, as well as a nationally recognized malaria prevention programme.
